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THE POOR IN BISHOPSTOKE

1770 -  1854

I n t r o d u c t io n

Im a g in e , i f  you c a n , B is h o p s to k e  a s  i t  was 200 y e a r s  ag o . The p a r i s h  th e n  

c o v e re d  o v e r  f ic re s  and e x te n d e d  a s  f a r  a s  F a i r  Oak, H o rto n  H e a th ,

C ro w d h ill  and F is h e r s p o n d , y e t  c o n ta in e d  o n ly  746 p e o p le ,  a c c o rd in g  to  a 

c e n su s  o f  1788, o rd e re d  by th e  B ishop  o f  W in c h e s te r .

The m a jo r i t y  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  a t  t h i s  t im e , b e fo r e  th e  com ing o f  th e  r a i lw a y ,  

w ould have  been  fa rm e rs  and farm  w o rk e rs , f o r  t h i s  was an a g r i c u l t u r a l  

com m unity. The ro a d s  w h ich  r a n  th ro u g h  B is h o p s to k e  v i l l a g e  -  now c a l l e d  

C hurch Road, S p r in g  Lane and R iv e r s id e ,  w ould have  been  d i r t  t r a c k s ,  d u s ty  

in  d ry  w e a th e r  and muddy in  th e  w et w e a th e r ,  l i a b l e  to  f lo o d  n e a r  th e  r i v e r ,  

w i th  no pav em en ts  o r  s t r e e t  l i g h t s .  Only a few o f  th e  h o u se s  we se e  now in  

B is h o p s to k e  w ould  have  b een  in  e x is t e n c e  th e n .  Of th e  s e v e r a l  th a tc h e d  

c o t t a g e s  w h ich  u se d  to  be in  S p r in g  L ane, o n ly  two rem a in  -  num bers 117 and 

119. In  C hurch  Road th e  o ld  R e c to ry  was b u i l t  i n  1808, and p a r t  o f  Oakbank 

was c e r t a i n l y  in  e x i s t e n c e ,  owned in  1825 by H enry Twynam, th o u g h  a l t e r e d  and 

added  to  c o n s id e r a b ly  s in c e  th e n .  C o n c e rn in g  o th e r  h o u se s  w h ich  have now 

d is a p p e a re d ,  we know from  th e  E n c lo s u re  map o f  1826 t h a t  th e r e  w ere a b o u t 

40 b u i ld i n g s  in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  m ost o f  them  in  th e  lo w er en d , n e a r  th e  r i v e r  

and th e  m i l l .  The Manor House was one o f  t h e s e ,  th o u g h  no L ord  o f  th e  

Manor e v e r  l iv e d  t h e r e .

L oca l Landow ners and r a t e p a y e r s

U n t i l  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  B is h o p s to k e  c o u ld  b o a s t  o f  no r i c h  o r  fam ous 

lan d o w n ers  in  th e  p a r i s h ,  n o -o n e  l i k e  th e  F le m in g s  o r  C ham berlaynes o f  n e ig h 

b o u r in g  p a r i s h e s .  In  B is h o p s to k e  th e  w e a l th i e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  w ere p ro s p e ro u s  

f a rm e r s ,  su c h  a s  th e  Twynam fa m ily ', th e  W o o ld rid g es  and L a v in g to n s . We know 

so m eth in g  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  and a f f a i r s  from  docum ents in  th e  W in c h e s te r  R eco rd  

O f f ic e .  They h e ld  p o s i t i o n s  o f  u n p a id  o f f i c i a l s  in  th e  P a r i s h ,  e l e c t e d  by 

th e  r a t e p a y e r s  (47  o f  whom w ere l i s t e d  in  1784) a t  an  a n n u a l m e e tin g  o f  th e  

V e s t ry ,  and th e y  had  c h a rg e  o f  many o f  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  day to  day ru n n in g  

o f  th e  P a r i s h .  They w ere C hurchw ardens and O v e rs e e rs  o f  th e  P o o r , and t h e i r  

d e c i s io n s  c lo s e l y  a f f e c t e d  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  p o o r e s t  p e o p le  in  B is h o p s to k e .



/  ($TbKe PW< u/ooM̂ )

7o Z)ctompQ»ij 7m &o<£>P

pw<\jJi*.iktikr 
(hcvriJ office.

^C loJaX

'  "The ✓ ' 
/  „ PM< '

Q ishopthike  U11 

ke^
1  —  P w tr 

RocloIs

581 TA^Hil/
5S4 Manor j4ousc

7he Cottage
5*^0 T h e  O ld CXurck

Gos O ld  Rectory.

4 7 3 ’



2 .

The C hurch R a te s  and th e  P o o r

W hile th e  w e a lth y  and im p o r ta n t  p e o p le  have l e f t  t h e i r  m em o ria ls  b e h in d  them , 

in  th e  form  o f  w i l l s ,  b e q u e s t s  to  th e  p o o r  and l e t t e r s ,  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t 

th e  p o o r i s  o f t e n ,n o n - e x i s t e n t .  T h e ir  h o u se s  have  lo n g  s in c e  c ru m b led , th e y  

l e f t  no w i l l s  a s  th e y  h ad  n o th in g  to  b e q u e a th , th e r e  a r e  no l e t t e r s ,  a s  m ost 

o f  them  w ere i l l i t e r a t e .  We c a n , how ever, g a in  some i n s i g h t  i n to  t h e i r  

l i v e s  in  B is h o p s to k e  fro m  d o c u m e n ts  s u c h & s th e  C h u rch w ard en s ' R a te s  Book, 

w hich  l i s t s  t h e i r  nam es, and th e  am ounts o f  money g iv e n  to  them  to  r e l i e v e  

t h e i r  p o v e r ty ,  th e  V e s t ry  M in u te s  Book w hich  r e c o r d s  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h e s  to  th e  

C hurchw ardens a s k in g  f o r  m oney, and th e  d e c is io n s  a r r i v e d  a t  by th e s e  

g e n tle m e n . T h is  was a p e r io d  w hen, a s  a r e s u l t  o f  v a r io u s  A c ts  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  

d e s ig n e d  to  keep  w ages low, l a b o u r e r s  w ere c o m p e lle d  to  work f o r  a s  l i t t l e  

money a s  p o s s i b l e .  T hese w ages w ere th e n  su p p le m e n te d  w here n e c e s s a r y  o u t 

o f  th e  P o o r r a t e s  c o l l e c t e d  in  th e  p a r i s h .  The am ount o f  money to  be 

c o l l e c t e d  from  l o c a l  lan d o w n ers  and fa rm e rs  was d e c id e d  by th e  C hurchw ardens, 

c o l l e c t e d  by them , and th e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  to  th e  p o o r  w i th in  th e  p a r i s h  a s  

" R e l i e f " .

L i s t s  o f  th e  p o o r r e c e iv in g  r e l i e f

In  th e  C hurch  R a te s  Book t h e r e  i s  a  l i s t  f o r  1794 o f  26 p e o p le  r e c e iv in g  

r e l i e f .  Some nam es a p p e a r  on th e  l i s t s  f o r  s e v e r a l  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s  a f t e r  

t h i s ,  o n ly  b e in g  d e le t e d  when th e y  d ie d .  Ben P a r r in g to n  ( o r  P a d d in g to n  a s  

i t  i s  som etim es s p e l t )  i s  on th e  l i s t s  from  1794 u n t i l  h i s  e a th  in  1833«

Jo h n  Candy i s  a l s o  l i s t e d  from  1794 to  1833? and  W illia m  J a c k s o n  tr®m 1794 

to  1822.

T hese l i s t s  a r e  h ead ed  " Q u a r te ra g e  Money g iv e n  to  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  do n o t  r e c e iv e  

r e l i e f  from  th e  P o o r H ouse" .

I  s h a l l  sa y  more o f  t h i s  b u i ld in g  l a t e r ,  s u f f i c e  i t  to  sa y  h e re  t h a t  i t  was 

b u i l t  in  S to k e  Common Road in  1793* F a m il ie s  and i n d iv i d u a l s  w ere e i t h e r  

s e n t  to  l i v e  in  th e  P o o r H ouse, o r  w ere p a id  a l i t t l e ,  u s u a l l y  1 s h i l l i n g  

(5 p )  a  q u a r t e r  to  h e lp  them  keep  th e m s e lv e s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  in  t h e i r  own 

hom es.

E x a m in a tio n s  o f  th e  p o o r  and  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  r e l i e f

To o b ta in  f i n a n c i a l  h e lp  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  make a p p l i c a t i o n  in  p e rs o n  to  

th e  V e s t r y .  H ere th e  C hurchw ardens and O v e rs e e r s  o f  th e  p o o r  w ould  d i s c u s s
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each  c a s e ,  d e c id e  w h e th e r  to  aw ard money, and i f  so , how much. T h is  was 

c a l l e d  C asu a l r e l i e f ,  and was g iv e n  to  p e o p le  in  s p e c i a l  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ,  such  

a s  s ic k n e s s  o f  th e  b re a d -w in n e r .  The E x a m in a tio n s  o f  p e r s o n s  r e c e iv in g  

r e l i e f  a r e  r e c o rd e d  in  th e  V e s t ry  M in u te s  Book, and I  c i t e  one o r  two e n t r i e s  

a s  exam p les -

" 5 th  May 1828 Mrs P a y n e 's  h u sb an d  s i c k ,  r e l i e f  g r a n te d  w h ile  he rem a in s  

so

H enry P h i l l i p s '  w ife  a p p l i e d ,  h u t  h e r  h u sb an d  e a rn s  above 9 s .  (45p ) a 

w eek, so she  i s  r e f u s e d . "

An a p p l i c a t i o n  from  Jam es Burman was a ls o  r e f u s e d :

" O v e rs e e r  s t a t e d  he was o u t  i n  th e  m o rn in g s  g e t t i n g  wood, so n o t  

e n t i t l e d " .

Some r e q u e s t s  made w ere f o r  s in g l e  i te m s  -

" 7 th  J u ly  1828 Dame H a rd in g  to  have  a  p a i r  o f  sh o e s  f o r  h e r  c h i l d . "

O th e r  e n t r i e s  r e v e a l  w hat m ust hav e  b een  a v e ry  p a in f u l  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  th e  

a p p l i c a n t :

" 7 th  J u ly  1828 Dame H a r r i s  a p p l i e d  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  to  pay  D o c to r 's  h i l l s ,  

a t t e n d in g  h e r  s ic k  c h i l d .  Mr L ig h t  s t a t e d  th e  c h i l d  i s  d e a d . He had  

g iv e n  1 0 s . (5 0 p ) f o r  th e  f u n e r a l ,  t h e r e f o r e  1 5 s . (7 5 p ) more w i l l  be 

s u f f i c i e n t . "

We can  o n ly  g u e ss  a t  th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h i s  m o th e r , g r ie v in g  f o r  h e r  c h i l d ,  

and w ith  no money to  pay  f o r  th e  d o c t o r 's  b i l l s  o r  th e  f u n e r a l .

T here  w ere s t r i c t  r u l e s  l a i d  down w hich  th e  o v e r s e e r s  had  to  a b id e  by . In  

a  n o t i c e  o f  1826 h ead ed  " H in ts  to  O v e rs e e rs "  th e y  a r e  w arn ed : "By law , no 

p e rs o n  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  p a r o c h ia l  r e l i e f  who k e e p s  a dog o r  f i g h t i n g  c o c k ."

The r e s u l t  was t h a t  a  B is h o p s to k e  man c a l l e d  G e o ffre y  C a l la n  was r e f u s e d  

r e l i e f  -  th e  e n t r y  r e a d s  -

"He k e e p s  a dog . On g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  th e  dog and a p p ly in g  to  th e  O v e rs e e r ,  

work w i l l  be found ."

Employment f o r  th e  P o o r

U n le s s  i l l n e s s  o r  o ld  age p r e v e n te d  i t ,  ev e ry o n e  who a p p l i e d  f o r  r e l i e f  was 

to  be found  w ork . A P o o rlaw  m e e tin g  in  December 1823 i s s u e d  th e  fo llo w in g
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s ta te m e n t :

"Em ploym ent m ust be found  f o r  ev e ry o n e  a b le  to  w ork . Grown u p s to  

r e c e iv e  6d . (2 ^ p ) and boys u n d e r  10 y e a r s  and g i r l s  u n d e r  12 y e a r s  to  

r e c e iv e  3d. ( l^ p )  a d a y " .

H ow ever, in  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  p a r i s h  o f  S ou th  Stoneham  in  S ep tem ber 1822 a t  a 

m e e tin g  a t  th e  P o o rh o u se , c o n c e rn  was e x p re s s e d  t h a t  work was n o t  a lw ays e a sy  

to  f in d  f o r  th e  p o o r  who a p p l i e d .

" S e v e ra l  p a r i s h  l a b o u r e r s  now o u t  o f  w ork and many more may be in  th e  

same s i t u a t i o n .  I t  i s  a  m a t te r  f o r  s e r io u s  c o n c e rn  how th e s e  men a re  

to  be d is p o s e d  o f . "

The id e a  t h a t  th e s e  men m ig h t have  to  be " m a in ta in e d  in  a s t a t e  o f  i d le n e s s "  

th e y  s t a t e d  " c a n n o t  be c o n te m p la te d  w i th o u t  H o rro r  and Dism ay" ( t h e i r  c a p i t a l s )

On 22nd S ep tem ber 1828 th e  O v e rs e e rs  in  B is h o p s to k e  r e p o r t e d  "More fu n d s  

n eed ed  to  m eet demand f o r  m anual la b o u r ;  g r a v e - d ig g in g ,  e t c .  s u g g e s te d  f o r  

th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r " .  "2nd M arch 1829 Jo h n  T a lb o t  a p p l i e d  f o r  r e l i e f  and was 

o rd e re d  to  b re a k  s to n e s  on th e  ro a d " .

The w ages and e x p e n d i tu re  o f  l a b o u r e r s

I f  th e  am ount p a id  to  th e  p o o r by th e  O v e rs e e rs  was 2^-p a  day w hat w ere th e  

w ages p a id  to  th o s e  a b le  to  f in d  w ork f o r  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  l o c a l  fa rm e rs ?  We 

have some d e t a i l s  c o l l e c t e d  by th e  R e c to r  o f  Barkham in  B e r k s h ir e  in  1787

"Man and w ife  w i th  5 c h i l d r e n ,  e l d e s t  8 y e a r s

W eekly wage 7 s .  (35p ) f o r  8 m onths o f  th e  y e a r  w i th  e x t r a  I s .  (5 p )  f o r  

th e  o th e r  4 m on ths .

W ife e a rn e d  6d . (2 ^ p ) a  week f o r  s e a s o n a l  work a t  h a r v e s t  t im e , e t c . " .

C h i ld re n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w iv e s , w ere e x p e c te d  to  work and c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  fa m ily  

incom e from  a v e ry  e a r l y  a g e . We have e v id e n c e  in  B is h o p s to k e  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  

a s  young a s  7 y e a r s  w ere s e n t  to  work f o r  l o c a l  f a rm e r s .  A l i s t  a t  th e  back  

o f  th e  C hurch  R a te s  Book, h ead ed  "P o o r c h i l d r e n  p u t  o u t"  in c lu d e s  th e  fo llo w in g

"May 1 2 th  1777 Jo h n  C o l l i s  to  Mr. G off a t  M o r t im e r 's  (7  y r s .  6 m th s )"

So 7 y e a r  o ld  Jo h n  was s e n t  to  w ork f o r  Mr. G o ff a t  M o rtim e rs  Farm .

"1780 One to  Mr. Sm ith  f o r  th e  M il l  age 7 y e a r s  "

"One to  F arm er Twynam f o r  Ju n e  age 8 y e a r s "
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No names g iv e n  f o r  e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  c h i l d r e n .  We presum e t h a t  th e y  w ere b o a rd e d  

and fe d  a t  t h e i r  p la c e  o f  w ork in  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o u r s ,  th o u g h  no d e t a i l s  

a re  g iv e n .  T h is  w ould  have  r e l i e v e d  p r e s s u r e  on th e  f a m ily  a t  home, w i th  one 

l e s s  m outh to  f e e d , f o r  a  w h ile  a t  l e a s t .

D e t a i l s  o f  th e  w eek ly  g r o c e r y  b i l l  f o r  a  f a m ily  o f  7 a r e  a ls o  g iv e n  by th e  

R e c to r  o f  Barkham . The t o t a l  s p e n t  was 8 s .  l l ^ d .  (4 5 p ) and th e  m ain  ite m s  

w ere f l o u r  and y e a s t  w i th  8 d . ( 5 ip )  s p e n t  on bacon  and I s .  (5p ) on t e a ,  s u g a r  

and b u t t e r  o r  l a r d .  On th e  q u e s t io n  o f  d i e t ,  th e  R e c to r  e x p la in e d  t h a t  

l a b o u r e r s  c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  to  buy m ea t, c h e e s e , m ilk  o r  b e e r  in  s u f f i c i e n t  

q u a n t i t y ,  so a c o n s id e r a b le  am ount o f  b re a d  was bak ed  to  su p p le m e n t t h e i r  d i e t .

The R ig h ts  o f  Commoners

B e fo re  th e  E n c lo s u re  A ct (1826 in  B is h o p s to k e )  m ost o f  th e  v i l l a g e r s  w ould  

have  h ad  a c c e s s  to  a sm a ll p l o t  o f  la n d  on w h ich  to  grow v e g e ta b le s .  I f  th e y  

c o u ld  a f f o r d  to  keep  a p ig ,  t h i s  w ould  have  b een  tu rn e d  o u t  to  f e e d  on th e  

common la n d  ( p ro v id e d  i t  was p r o p e r ly  r in g e d )  and t h i s  a l s o  w ould  have  added  

to  t h e i r  d i e t .

T h is  k e e p in g  o f  p ig s  on common la n d  c a u se d  a  c e r t a i n  am ount o f  f r i c t i o n  in  th e  

p a r i s h  o f  B is h o p s to k e , a s  i s  r e v e a le d  in  a n o th e r  o f  th e  P a r i s h  docum ents 

"The Manor Book o f  P r e s e n tm e n ts " .  L o ca l m isdem eanou rs w ere d e a l t  w i th  a t  th e  

Manor C o u r t ,  and th e  j u r o r s  w ere th e s e  same l o c a l  lan d o w n ers  and f a rm e r s ,  such  

a s  th e  Twynams and L a v in g to n s . The Book o f  P re s e n tm e n ts  r e c o r d s  th e  b u s in e s s  

t r a n s a c t e d  a t  t h i s  c o u r t  and th e  p e n a l t i e s  m eted  o u t .

P ig s  w ere su p p o sed  to  have  r i n g s  p u t  in  t h e i r  s n o u ts  to  p r e v e n t  them  dam aging 

th e  g ro u n d  by r o o t in g  f o r  n u t s ,  e t c .  So, we have  th e  fo llo w in g  e n t r y  a p p e a r 

in g  a t  i n t e r v a l s  from  1707 to  1783:

"No hogg to  be tu rn e d  in  to  th e  la n d  o r  commons w i th o u t  b e in g  w e l l  r in g e d ."  

V i l l a g e r s  a l s o  h ad  to  be rem in d ed  a t  i n t e r v a l s  t h a t  th e y  w ere n o t  a llo w e d  to  

t u r n  g e e se  on to  th e  common la n d .

C e r ta in  t e n a n t s  w e re , how ever, a llo w e d  to  " c u t  t im b e r  and  underw ood f o r  t h e i r  

u s e " .  P e a t  was a l s o  c u t ,  and p re su m a b ly  u s e d  f o r  f u e l .  " P e a t  p i t s "  in  H o rto n  

Meadow a re  m e n tio n e d  in  1770, 1784 and 1788:

" In  common meadow c a l l e d  H o rto n  H e a th , d iv e r s  p i t s  made by c u t t i n g  p e a t ,  

v e ry  d a n g e ro u s  to  c a t t l e "  (who p re su m a b ly  f e l l  i n to  th em ).
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E n c lo su re

A f t e r  th e  e n c lo s u r e  o f  common la n d  in  1826 th e s e  r i g h t s  and a m e n i t ie s  w ere 

w ith d ra w n . A l l  la n d  w i th in  th e  p a r i s h  was a l l o t t e d ,  a f t e r  a  le n g th y  e n q u iry  

by th e  C om m issioner, to  th o s e  who had  some c la im  upon i t .  I t  th e n  had  to  he 

e n c lo s e d  by f e n c e s ,  h ed g e s  and  a  d i t c h ,  th e  c o s t  b e in g  m et by th e  new ow ner. 

Where th e  p ie c e  o f  la n d  was s m a l l ,  and th e  owner d id  n o t  have enough money to  

do t h i s  w ork, he  w ould  have  to  s e l l  th e  la n d  and hope to  f in d  em ploym ent w i th  

a n o th e r  f a rm e r .

The H ouses o f  th e  P o o r

The Manor Book o f  P re s e n tm e n ts  a l s o  g iv e s  u s  an i n s i g h t  i n to  some o f  th e  h o u s in g  

in  th e  P a r i s h .

The v e ry  p o o r e s t  p e o p le  w ould  have  l i v e d  in  w hat we w ould  r e g a r d  a s  h o v e ls .

These p ro b a b ly  w ould  have  h ad  w a l l s  made o f  mud w ith  s tr a w  m ixed  i n ,  a  b e a te n  

mud f l o o r ,  and p a p e r  o r  r a g s  a t  th e  h o le s  w h ich  s e rv e d  f o r  w indow s. The oak 

fram ed  c o t t a g e s  w hich  s u rv iv e  to d a y , su ch  a s  th o s e  a t  th e  c o rn e r  o f  S p r in g  L ane, 

w ould have  been  th e  homes o f  f a m i l i e s  o f  m eans. The p o o r  w ould  a t te m p t  to  make 

a  home o f  s o r t s  by b u i ld in g  a  h u t  on a  p ie c e  o f  w a s te  g ro u n d , in  th e  tim e  

b e fo r e  E n c lo s u re .

The m o st f r e q u e n t ly  r e c u r r i n g  ite m  in  th e  B is h o p s to k e  Manor Book o f  P r e s e n t 

m ents i s  a b o u t E ncroachm en t -  i l l e g a l l y  u s in g ,  f e n c in g  i n ,  o r  b u i ld in g  upon 

w a s te  o r  common la n d .  The c o m p la in ts  a b o u t t h i s  o c c u r  th ro u g h o u t  th e  1 8 th  

c e n tu r y ,  a s  w i tn e s s  th e  fo l lo w in g :

6 th  A p r i l  1775 -  "Thomas P o w ell e n c ro a c h e d  and e n c lo s e d  and e r e c te d  a 

c o t t a g e  on th e  L o r d 's  w a s te ."

The L ord  ( o f  th e  M anor) was th e  B ishop  o f  W in c h e s te r .  A; p e n a l ty  o f  £20 was 

im posed:

" u n le s s  l e v e l l e d  and th row n up b e fo r e  2 0 th  A p r i l " .

T h is  o b v io u s ly  r e f e r s  to  a  s t r u c t u r e  so f l im s y  t h a t  i t  w ould  be q u ic k ly  b u i l t  

and j u s t  a s  q u ic k ly  p u l l e d  down. O c c a s io n a l ly  p e o p le  w en t so f a r  a s  to  

e n c ro a c h  upon th e  h ighw ay  i t s e l f ,  a s  w i tn e s s  an  e n t r y  f o r  2nd O c to b e r  1832:

"The highw ay le a d in g  from  Crowd H i l l  h a s  been  e n c ro a c h e d  upon by th e  

e r e c t i o n  o f  a  c o t t a g e  upon i t ,  and M ich ae l H a rd in g  i s  th e  o c c u p ie r  t h e r e o f ,  

and  s a id  M ic h a e l ,H a rd in g  be r e q u i r e d  to  ta k e  down such  e n c ro a c h m e n t."
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Som etim es th e  j u r o r s  r e l e n t e d  and a llo w e d  an  e n c ro ach m en t to  rem a in  in  th e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  v i l l a g e r .  So, on 1 s t  A p r i l  1779, Thomas P ow ell who, fo u r  

y e a r s  p r e v io u s ly ,  h ad  been  o rd e re d  to  p u l l  down h i s  c o t t a g e ,  was g iv e n  a g r a n t  

o f  a sm a ll p ie c e  o f  la n d ,  p re su m a b ly  t h a t  on w hich  t h i s  c o t t a g e  was s ta n d in g :

" to  h o ld  to  th e  s a id  Thomas P o w ell and h i s  w ife  f o r  t h e i r  u se  and a f t e r  

t h e i r  d e a th s  f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  P a r i s h . "

L a n d lo rd s  h ad  so m etim es, in  th o s e  days a l s o ,  to  be rem in d ed  o f  t h e i r  d u ty  to  

keep  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  in  good r e p a i r .  So we r e a d :

9 th  A p r i l  1788 "Thomas D um per's  h o u se , o c c u p ie d  by Thomas W hale a t  F a i r  

Oak i s  in  v e ry  g r e a t  d ecay  and d a n g e ro u s  to  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  r e s i d in g  

t h e r e - i n .  We am erce ( f i n e )  s a id  Thomas Dumper £ 1 0 ."

T h is  h o u se , and o th e r s  m en tio n e d  l a t e r ,  w ere p ro b a b ly  o f  a  m ore d u ra b le  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  th a n  th e  mud h u t s  o f  th e  p o o r e s t  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  a s  th e y  w ere 

c o n s id e r e d  w o rth y  o f  b e in g  r e p a i r e d .

The P o o rh o u se , o r  "House o f  I n d u s t r y "

In  1793 money was r a i s e d  by lo a n s  from  l o c a l  f a rm e rs  to  b u i ld  a "House o f  

I n d u s t r y "  in  w h ich , be tw een  1793 an d 1839, when i t  was s o ld ,  th e  d e s t i t u t e  w ere 

h o u se d . I t  was b u i l t  on a  p ie c e  o f  la n d  o f f  S toke  Common Road (now P e n d u la  

Way) and th e  b u i ld i n g s ,  l a t e r  c o n v e r te d  i n to  c o t t a g e s ,  w ere in  e x is t e n c e  u n t i l  

th e  1 9 6 O 's . On 8 th  November 1792 a m e e tin g  was c a l l e d  a t  "The G eorge" in  

F a i r  Oak, a t  w hich  a  g roup  o f  12 l o c a l  fa rm e rs  a p p o in te d  a  com m ittee  o f  8 to  

d e a l  w i th  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  b u y in g  la n d  and r a i s i n g  money f o r  e r e c t i n g  th e  

b u i ld in g  and e q u ip p in g  i t  to  h ouse  th e  p o o r .

The c o s t  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  was £ 5 7 0 . 1 6 s . 2^d , o f  w hich  £370 was l e n t  by Jam es 

W o o ld rid g e , one o f  th e  co m m ittee .

A l i s t ,  i n  th e  C hurch R a te s  Book, o f  th e  money s p e n t  in c lu d e s  £5- 3 s . 3d.

(£5  18p) f o r  d ig g in g  th e  w e l l  and 2 s .  3d. ( l i p )  f o r  b e e r  f o r  th e  workmen.

The in v e n to r y  o f  goods b o u g h t to  e q u ip  th e  P o o rh o u se  in c lu d e s :

B e d s te a d  and s a c k in g , 27 y a rd s  o f  S c o tc h  s h e e t ,  40 y d s .  o f  H e s s ia n  a t  10s. 

(5 0 p ) 35 y d s . o f  H e s s ia n  a t  1 1 s . (55p ) -  ( b e t t e r  q u a l i t y ,  one w o n d ers , o r  

was th e  f i r s t  l o t  a  b a rg a in ? )

I r o n  g r a t e  1 0 s . (5 0 p ) and an  o ld  g r a t e  7 s .  6d . (35p)

(They w ere o b v io u s ly  o u t  to  save  money w here p o s s i b l e ) .
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The l i s t  c o n t in u e s :  2 dozen  wooden sp o o n s , 2 dozen  t r e n c h e r s  ( p l a t e s )  -  b u t  

o n ly  1 dozen  k n iv e s  and f o r k s .

2 form s (b e n c h e s ) ,  c h a i r s  (num ber n o t  s p e c i f i e d ) ,  1 i r o n  p o t ,  f r y in g  pan  and 

s k i l l e t ,  1 t i n  t e a  k e t t l e ,  1 new c o p p e r t e a  k e t t l e ,  2 b u c k e ts ,  a  b e e r  s ta n d ,  

and v a r io u s  o th e r  i te m s .

The p o o r  to  be m a in ta in e d  in  th e  h o u se  -  lo d g e d , f e d  and c lo th e d  -  had  to  work 

f o r  t h e i r  k e e p , a s  i s  im p lie d  in  th e  name 'H ouse o f  I n d u s t r y ' . The a r t i c l e s  

o f  ag re e m e n t in  O c to b e r  1793 be tw een  th e  C hurchw ardens o f  B is h o p s to k e  and a 

sackm aker o f  New Sarum in  W i l t s h i r e  c a l l e d  Samuel L ovedee, and h i s  son , 

a r r a n g e d  f o r  a paym ent o f  £1 5 7 . 10 s . a  y e a r  to  be made to  them  f o r  f e e d in g  and 

c lo th in g  th e  p o o r . In  r e t u r n  Samuel L ovedee and h i s  son  w ere to  h a v e :—

"The b e n e f i t  and a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  w ork , la b o u r  and s e r v i c e  o f  a l l  such  p o o r  as  

s h a l l  be c h a rg e a b le  to  th e  P a r i s h " .  The C hurchw ardens r e t a i n e d  th e  r i g h t  to  

p la c e  p o o r  c h i l d r e n  o u t  a s  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  and w ould  p ay  any f e e s  and e x p e n se s  f o r  

them . They w ere a l s o  to  su p p ly  any n e c e s s a r y  m e d ic in e s  f o r  th e  p o o r , a l th o u g h  

th e  L ovedees had  to  b e a r  th e  c o s t s  o f  b u ry in g  any who d ie d .

The C hurchw ardens had  th e  r i g h t  " to  e n t e r  and in s p e c t  th e  p re m is e s  and th e  p o o r , 

to  see  t h a t  th e y  a r e  p r o p e r ly  m a in ta in e d ."  Any c o m p la in ts  made by in m a te s  w ere 

to  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t  was a ls o  l a i d  down t h a t  Samuel Lovedee and son " S h a l l  

e v e ry  n i g h t  and m orn ing  a sse m b le  th e  p o o r in  th e  P o o rh o u se  and r e a d  to  them  

th e  p r o p e r  e v e n in g  and m orn ing  p r a y e r s " ,  th u s  c a t e r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  

n e e d s  a s  w e l l .

"D ecen t a p p a r e l"  f o r  th e  p o o r  i s  m e n tio n e d , b u t  no d e t a i l s  g iv e n . The P a r i s h  

r e c o r d s  o f  n e a rb y  S o u th  S toneham  g iv e  u s  more s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  o f  how th e  g i r l s  

in  t h e i r  P o o rh o u se  w ere to  be c lo th e d :

" A ll  fem a le  i n f a n t s  h e re  who have a r r i v e d  a t  a p r o p e r  age to  be c lo th e d  a l i k e  

in  s h o r t  gowns o f  a  good and warm m a t e r i a l ,  f i t t i n g  and becom ing to  p e rs o n s  

in  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n " .  The f i n a l  p h ra s e  i s  a  good i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e  

g e n e r a l l y  a d o p te d  to w a rd s  th e  p o o r . The p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  tim e  was t h a t  

p o v e r ty  was a  d i s g r a c e  and c o u ld  be a v o id e d  by h a rd  w ork . G iv in g  money to  th e  

p o o r  en c o u ra g e d  i d l e n e s s .  F e a rs  w ere f r e q u e n t ly  e x p re s s e d  a l s o ,  t h a t  t a k in g  

p e o p le  i n to  a  P o o rh o u se  "e n c o u ra g e d  i d le n e s s  and im p ro v id e n c e ."

W itn e s s  t h i s  e x t r a c t  from  a book p u b l is h e d  in  1797 c a l l e d  "The S t a te  o f  th e  

P o o r " : -

" I f  th e  p o o r know t h a t  in  c a s e s  o f  n e e d  th e y  w i l l  be s u p p o r te d  by th e  P a r i s h ,  

th e n  th e  n eed  to  work h a rd  w i l l  be l e s s .  I f  p a r e n t s  know t h a t  abandoned



9 .

c h i l d r e n  w i l l  he lo o k ed  a f t e r ,  th e n  m ore w i l l  be a b a n d o n ed ."

C o n d i t io n s  in  th e  P o o rh o u se  w ere to  he made so h a rd  t h a t  p e o p le  w ould  n o t  

w i l l i n g l y  go t h e r e ,  u n l e s s  a l l  e l s e  f a i l e d .  In  th e  V e s t ry  M in u te s  Book we see  

th e  fo l lo w in g  e n t r i e s : -

5 th  May 1828 "Mrs Padw ick c la im s  f o r  B a s ta r d  c h i l d  o f  11 y e a r s  to  come i n to  

th e  P o o rh o u se  and be em ployed.

D inah  S h o r t  to  be o rd e re d  in to  th e  P o o rh o u se  and he em p lo y ed ."

Som etim es th e y  w ere a llo w e d  a  c h o ic e : -

"Mrs C a rg in  s t a t e s  she e a rn s  I s .  6d . and 2 s .  ( lO p ) a  w eek. The P a r i s h  c o n s id e r  

6 s .  (3 0 p ) a  week s u f f i c i e n t  a llo w a n c e , o r  she may come in to  th e  P o o rh o u s e ."

E d u c a tio n

The f a c t  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  h ad  to  b e g in  work a s  e a r l y  a s  7 y e a r s  to  h e lp  w ith  th e  

f a m ily  incom e, p lu s  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  id e a s  a b o u t k e e p in g  p e o p le  in  " t h e i r  p ro p e r  

s t a t i o n "  m ean t t h a t  th e  p o o r  r a r e l y  h ad  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  g e t t i n g  any s c h o o l

in g . Nor d id  t h e i r  " b e t t e r s "  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s id e r  i t  r i g h t  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  do 

so . T h is  i s  shown c l e a r l y  in  a  r e p o r t  in  1826 o f  th e  " A n n iv e r s a ry  o f  th e  

H am pshire  S o c ie ty  f o r  th e  I n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  P o o r" . T h is  S o c ie ty ,  s e t  up to  

g iv e  some ru d im e n ts  o f  l e a r n in g  to  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  th e  p o o r , had  o b v io u s ly  

come in  f o r  some c r i t i c i s m  f o r  a t te m p t in g  to  do so .

"The e v i l s  t h a t  many p e r s o n s  a p p re h e n d e d  m ig h t r e s u l t  from  a d i f f u s i o n  o f  

know ledge am ongst th e  p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  w ere n o t  w e l l  fo u n d ed , f o r  hoys w ere 

g e n e r a l l y  rem oved from  sc h o o l a t  9 o r  10 y e a r s  and g i r l s  se ldom  p e r m i t t e d  to  

rem a in  a f t e r  11 y e a r s .  C o n se q u e n tly  t h e i r  r e q u ir e m e n ts  w ere l im i t e d  to  th e  

f i r s t  s t e p s  o f  k now ledge , w h ich  how ever e n a b le d  th e  c h i l d r e n  to  r e a d  th e  

S c r ip t u r e s  to  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  in  th e  h o u r  o f  s ic k n e s s ,  when p e rh a p s  a l l  o th e r  

m eans o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s o la t io n  w ere o u t  o f  im m edia te  r e a c h ."

T h e ir  d e fe n c e  th e n  was tw o fo ld :  ( l )  They d id  n o t  te a c h  th e  c h i l d r e n  v e ry  much. 

(2 )  T h a t l i t t l e  th e y  d id  te a c h  had  a  r e l i g i o u s  p u rp o s e .

The R is in g  C o s ts  o f  th e  R a te s  in  B is h o p s to k e

The a n n u a l c o s t  o f  g iv in g  r e l i e f  to  th e  P o o r r o s e  s t e a d i l y  d u r in g  th e  f i n a l  

y e a r s  o f  th e  1 8 th  and b e g in n in g  o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y .  In  B is h o p s to k e  t h i s  b u rd en
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f e l l  on th o s e  47 r a t e p a y e r s .  The a n n u a l c o s t  in  th e  c o u n try  a s  a  w hole was 

£2 m i l l i o n ,  w h ile  a l l  o th e r  e x p e n d i tu re  from  th e  r a t e s  d id  n o t  ex ceed  £ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  

a y e a r .

In  1753 H enry  F i e ld in g  h ad  w r i t t e n  in  " P ro p o s a l  f o r  m aking E f f e c tu a l  P r o v is io n  

f o r  th e  P o o r " : -

"The p o o r  a re  a v e ry  g r e a t  b u rd e n  and even  a  n u is a n c e  to  t h i s  kingdom , 

th e  law s f o r  r e l i e v i n g  t h e i r  d i s t r e s s  and r e s t r a i n i n g  t h e i r  v i c e s  have 

n o t  an sw ered  t h e i r  p u rp o s e s  and th e y  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  v e ry  i l l - p r o v i d e d  f o r " .

The r a t e s  l e v i e d  in  B is h o p s to k e  r o s e  s t e a d i l y  y e a r  by y e a r .  B etw een 1784 and 

1794 th e  r a t e s  w ere l i s t e d  a s  b e in g  f o r  " R e p a ir s  to  th e  C hurch" u s u a l l y  I s .  (5p ) 

i n  th e  £ 1 . The C hurch R a te s  Book f o r  1784 g iv e s  a t o t a l  o f  £ 6 . 7 s .  9^h . 

( £ 6 .3 9 p ) ,  th e  l a r g e s t  am ount b e in g  p a id  by Mr. W oodridge f o r  S to k e  Farm -  

14s. 9 ^ d . (7 4 p ) ,  w i th  o th e r  am ounts v a ry in g  to  th e  lo w e s t  o f  l^ d .  p a id  by 

Mr. Jo h n  H i l l  f o r  a  f i e l d  c a l l e d  H ard  H a lv e s .

B etw een 1795 and 1835 th e  r a t e s  w ere l e v i e d  f o r  "The R e l i e f  o f  th e  P o o r" , a t  

f i r s t  once a  y e a r ,  th e n  4 o r  5 t im e s  a  y e a r ,  r i s i n g  som etim es to  7 o r  even  8 

t im e s  a  y e a r .  No w onder th e  l o c a l  lan d o w n e rs  who had  to  pay  them  co m p la in ed  

b i t t e r l y  a b o u t t h i s ,  and o c c a s io n a l ly  had  to  be c h a se d  up f o r  n o n -p ay m en t.

A t a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  V e s t ry  on 1 3 th  A p r i l  1826 th e r e  was much d i s c u s s io n  a b o u t 

r a t e s  and th e  d e f a u l t e r s .  One o b j e c t o r  w an ted  h i s  r a t e s  lo w e re d , b u t  was 

r e f u s e d .

T h is  l e d  to  a  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  a l l  la n d s  and b u i ld in g s  sh o u ld  be r e - a s s e s s e d  f o r  

r a t i n g  p u rp o s e s ,  and a  s u rv e y o r  was s u b s e q u e n t ly  a p p o in te d  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  

w ork . How ever, t h i s  was to  he a  v e ry  le n g th y  p r o c e s s ,  w i th  many o b je c t io n s  to  

th e  new a s s e s s m e n ts ,  and many e r r o r s  made by th e  s u rv e y o r  in  h i s  m ea su rem en ts .

In  f a c t ,  i n  th e  end , Mr. W oo ld ridge  was a sk e d  to  ta k e  o v e r  th e  jo b ,  w hich  he 

d id ,  th o u g h  n o t  w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  o b j e c t io n s  from  th o s e  who c o n s id e r e d  th e y  had  

been  w ro n g ly  a s s e s s e d .  In  th e  mean tim e  th e  r a t e s  c o n tin u e d  to  r i s e .

By 1831 th e  l a r g e s t  r a t e  p a y e r  was G eorge A tk in s ,  whose r a t e s  f o r  S to k e  Farm, 

Manor H ouse, R eves Gore and  B reach  Farm t o t a l l e d  £ 1 6 . 0 s .  6d . The o th e r  am ounts 

l i s t e d  had  a l s o  r i s e n  c o n s id e r a b ly ,  m ost b e in g  in  pounds r a t h e r  th e n  p e n c e .

The t o t a l s  w ere in  th e  r e g io n  o f  £766 f o r  th e  y e a r .

The A ct o f  S e t t l e m e n t  and i t s  e f f e c t s

One way o f  t r y i n g  to  keep  down th e  c o s t  o f  P o o r R e l i e f  and  e a s in g  th e  b u rd e n  on 

r a t e  p a y e rs  was to  c h a se  away any p a u p e rs  from  o th e r  p a r i s h e s  who showed up ,
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w ith  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  s e t t l i n g  down and p o s s ib l y  becom ing a c h a rg e  on th e  P a r i s h .

The A c t o f  S e t t l e m e n t ,  p a s s e d  in  th e  r e ig n  o f  C h a r le s  I I  s t a t e d :  " e v e ry  p a r i s h  

in  w hich  a  man t r i e d  to  s e t t l e  c o u ld  sen d  him  back  to  th e  p a r i s h  o f  w hich  he 

was a  n a t i v e ,  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  i f  he s ta y e d  in  h i s  new ab o d e , he m ig h t a t  some 

f u tu r e  d a te  become c h a rg e a b le  on th e  r a t e s . "

Even i f  a man found  em ploym ent in  h i s  new p a r i s h  u n l e s s  he o b ta in e d  a " S e t t l e 

m ent C e r t i f i c a t e "  he was l i a b l e  to  be s e n t  back  to  h i s  fo rm er p a r i s h .  To 

o b ta in  such  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  in v o lv e d  b e in g  exam ined  by a m a g i s t r a t e  and p ro d u c in g  

e v id e n c e  to  s u p p o r t  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

E x a m in a tio n s  f o r  S e t t l e m e n t  C e r t i f i c a t e s

D e t a i l s  o f  one such  e x a m in a tio n  p r e s e r v e d  in  a  docum ent in  th e  W in c h e s te r  R eco rd  

O f f ic e  c o n c e rn s  "S a ra h  C la rk e ,  w idow s. who, b e in g  d u ly  sw orn s a i t h  t h a t  she i s  

a b o u t 76 y e a r s  o f  age and was b o rn  in  th e  p a r i s h  o f  B is h o p s to k e  w here h e r  

p a r e n t s  w ere i n h a b i t a n t s  l a w f u l ly  s e t t l e d  a s  she  h a th  h e a rd  and b e l i e v e s ,  She 

s a i t h  t h a t  she m a r r ie d  Armond W ith ic  C la rk e  who h a th  been  dead  above 30 y e a r s .  

A f t e r  h i s  d e a th  she  h i r e d  h e r s e l f  to  ha? b r o th e r  Jo h n  H ayes a t  B is h o p s to k e  a t  £4 

a y e a r  and l i v e d  w ith  him  above 20 y e a r s  u n d e r  t h a t  a g re e m e n t a s  h i s  s e r v a n t . "

A n o th e r  such  docum ent, h ead ed  "S o u th am p to n " , sp e a k s  o f  "G eorge Borman who i s  

a b o u t 45 y e a r s  o f  a g e , a s  he b e l i e v e s . "  I t  s t a t e s  " a b o u t  17 y e a r s  ago he h i r e d  

h im s e l f  to  Thomas Sm ith  o f  B is h o p s to k e , m i l l e r ,  f o r  a y e a r  f o r  £7 and he 

c o n tin u e d  in  th e  s e r v ic e  2 y e a r s  l o n g e r .  He h a th  a  w ife  named Ann and 3 

c h i l d r e n ,  Jo h n  aged  a b o u t 13 y e a r s  who h a s  g a in e d  no s e t t l e m e n t  in  h i s  own 

r i g h t ,  Thomas aged  a b o u t 9 y e a r s  who h a s  g a in e d  no s e t t l e m e n t  and Mary aged  

a b o u t 6 y e a r s . "

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  how vague p e o p le  w ere a b o u t a g e s , a l s o  t h a t  th e  2 

boys o f  13 and 9 y e a r s  had  no r i g h t  to  s ta y  in  th e  p a r i s h  a s  th e y  w ere o b v io u s ly  

n o t  w o rk in g .

The c o s t s  o f  ex am in in g  p a u p e rs ,  i s s u i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  o r  i f  t h e i r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  was u n s u c e s s f u l ,  s e n d in g  them  back  to  t h e i r  own p a r i s h  w ere y e t  

more c h a rg e s  on th e  r a t e s .  An A ct o f  P a r l ia m e n t  o f  1776 d i r e c t e d  t h a t  o v e r s e e r s ,  

when w r i t i n g  t h e i r  a c c o u n ts ,  had  to  s p e c i f y  th e  am ounts s p e n t  in  " l i t i g a t i o n s  

a b o u t s e t t l e m e n t s ,  re m o v a ls , a p p e a ls  and o th e r  d i s p u t e s . "  The o v e r s e e r s  in  a 

P a r i s h  w here p a u p e rs  h ad  s e t t l e d  w i th o u t  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  w ould  a t te m p t  to  l a y  th e  

b u rd e n  o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  on th e  p a r i s h  o f  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  o r  th e y  w ould  sen d  them  

home, and a t te m p t  to  re c o u p  th e  c o s t  o f  t h i s  jo u rn e y .
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A p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  money made to  B is h o p s to k e  O v e rs e e rs

T here  i s  a s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  in  th e  W in c h e s te r  R eco rd  O f f ic e  w r i t t e n  be tw een  

1811 and 1834 to  th e  O v e rs e e rs  a t  B ish o p s to k e  c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  p a r i s h io n e r s  

who had  s e t t l e d  e ls e w h e re  and w ere in  n eed  o f  r e l i e f .  A t t im e s  i t  seem s t h a t  

th e  O v e rs e e rs  in  B is h o p s to k e  w ere a l i t t l e  l a x  in  r e p ly in g  to  th e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  

money, a s  th e  to n e  o f  some o f  th e  l e t t e r s  show s.

1811 From th e  O v e rs e e rs  a t  C h ic h e s te r  to  O v e rs e e r s  o f  B is h o p s to k e  a w a i t in g  

r e m i t ta n c e  o f  2 3 s . 2d . (£1 l6 p )  f o r  p a r i s h o n e r s  o f  B ish o p s to k e  Jo h n  Sim 

and w i f e .

"R e q u e s t to  know w hat you w ould  a llo w  th e  p o o r  man in  f u t u r e ,  and am a s to n i s h e d  

you have n e i t h e r  r e m i t t e d  me, n o r  in fo rm e d  me w hat you w ish ed  me to  g iv e  him 

to  k eep  him  from  s ta r v in g  ..........  he can  do n o th in g  f o r  h im s e l f .  He h a s  m et

w ith  a bad a c c id e n t  w h ich  I  th in k  he w i l l  h a r d ly  s u rv iv e  ..........  he b ro k e  h i s

th ig h  w h ich  w i l l  o f  c o u rs e  in c u r  c o n s id e r a b le  ex p en se  ..........  I  w i l l  be g la d

i f  you w i l l  send  me th e  am ount due to  m e."

1815 A l e t t e r  from  W est W it te r in g  a s k s  f o r  £5 f o r  r e n t  o v e rd u e  from  a t e n a n t :  

"he i s  a v e ry  good t e n a n t  o th e r w is e ,  and an i n d u s t r i o u s ,  s o b e r  man, b u t  h i s  

h a v in g  a v e ry  l a r g e  fa m ily  to  s u p p o r t  i s  h i s  m is f o r tu n e ."

4 th  J u ly  1818 A l e t t e r  from  th e  o v e r s e e r  a t  Farnham  c o n c e rn in g  " th e  widow o f  

G e o ffre y  Brumham, now in  t h i s  p a r i s h  in  a v e ry  ' ’111 s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  and upw ards 

o f  70 y e a r s  who h a s  th row n  h e r s e l f  on t h i s  p a r i s h .  I  beg to  have  y o u r answ er 

by r e t u r n ,  w h e th e r  you  w i l l  a llo w  h e r  a n y th in g  p e r  w eek, o r  she m ust be b ro u g h t  

hom e."

T here  was o b v io u s ly  no r e p l y  from  B is h o p s to k e  to  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  money f o r  

M rs. Brumham. A second  l e t t e r  d a te d  1 4 th  A ugust s t a r t s  in  q u i t e  a s y m p a th e tic  

v e in :  "As th e  o ld  woman i s  so v e ry  a t t a c h e d  to  t h i s  p la c e  a f t e r  l i v i n g  in  i t

f o r  so many y e a r s  we a r e  v e ry  u n w i l l in g  to  rem ove h e r . "  I t  f i n i s h e s  how ever: 

"B u t i f  you a r e  d e te rm in e d  n o t  to  a l lo w  h e r  a n y th in g  I  s h a l l  b r in g  h e r  home 

n e x t  w e e k ."  ( i n  o th e r  w ords she w i l l  be b ro u g h t  back  to  ypu in  B is h o p s to k e , 

w here you  w i l l  have  to  s u p p o r t  h e r ) .

T here  a re  no f u r t h e r  l e t t e r s  c o n c e rn in g  h e r  among t h i s  c o rre s p o n d e n c e , so we 

hope th e  o v e r s e e r  in  B is h o p s to k e  s e n t  some money to  Farnham  f o r  h e r  s u p p o r t ,  to  

a llo w  h e r  to  c o n tin u e  to  l i v e  t h e r e .

A n o th e r  widow -  J a n e  Newman -  i s  th e  s u b je c t  o f  num erous l e t t e r s  be tw een  th e  

o v e r s e e r s  o f  Beckenham and th o s e  o f  B is h o p s to k e . The to n e  o f  th e  l e t t e r s  i s  

a g a in  v e ry  b u s i n e s s l i k e .  On 3 0 th  M arch 1828 a l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  to  B is h o p s to k e



13.

a s k in g  f o r  paym ent o f  £ 7 . 1 9 s . Od. b e in g  r e l i e f  f o r  th e  p a s t  53 w eeks a t  5 s . 

(1 5 P ) a w eek. The l e t t e r  s a y s :  "Widow Newman i s  an a f f l i c t e d  woman and q u i te  

u n a b le  to  w alk  w i th o u t  two s t i c k s .  Your e a r l y  r e m i t ta n c e  o f  above sum w i l l  

much o b l i g e . "  No answ er was fo rth c o m in g  and a  seco n d  l e t t e r  s a y s :  "We w i l l  

th a n k  you  to  r e m i t  t h a t  sum by r e t u r n  o f  p o s t  o r  we c a n n o t t h in k  o f  c o n t in u in g  

p a y in g  th e  w eek ly  a llo w a n c e  to  Widow Newman". T h is  sum m ust have  been  p a id ,  a s  

th e  n e x t  l e t t e r  i s  d a te d  A p r i l  1833> when a r e q u e s t  i s  made f o r  £ 5 . 4 s .  Od. f o r  

52 w eeks -  o b v io u s ly  h e r  a llo w a n c e  h a s  been  re d u c e d . H ow ever, a t  th e  b e g in n in g  

o f  November she d ie d  aged  80 y e a r s ,  and th e  n e x t  l e t t e r  to  B is h o p s to k e  s t a t e s :

" I  beg  to  in fo rm  you  t h a t  y o u r  p a u p e r , Widow Newman d ie d  on S a tu rd a y  l a s t  

r a t h e r  su d d e n ly . I  am r e q u e s te d  by th e  o v e r s e e r s  to  e n c lo s e  y o u r  a c c o u n t o f  

money advanced  f o r  h e r  from  M arch 2 3 rd  to  November 2nd 1833

32 w eeks a t  2 s . ( lO p ) £ 3 . 4 s .
F u n e ra l  e x p e n se s  £2______

£5 4 s .

w hich  th e y  w i l l  f e e l  o b l ig e d  by y o u r  fo rw a rd in g  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r tu n i ty ."

We have  to  rem em ber t h a t  t h i s  was a  p e r io d  when th e r e  w ere no widows p e n s io n s ,  

no o ld  age p e n s io n s ,  no s ic k n e s s  o r  unem ploym ent b e n e f i t s .  P e o p le  to o  i l l  

o r  o ld  to  work h ad  to  a p p ly  to  th e  o v e r s e e r s  f o r  a m ea s ly  p i t t a n c e  to  t r y  and 

keep  th e m s e lv e s  a l i v e ,  and  s u f f e r  th e  d i s g r a c e  w h ich  t h i s  i n f l i c t e d  upon them .

A la r g e  fa m ily  to  s u p p o r t  when work was s c a r c e  was a  b u rd e n  n o t  a  b l e s s i n g .

F r ie n d ly  S o c i e t i e s

A tte m p ts  w ere made in  some q u a r t e r s  to  s t im u la te  th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s e s  to  make 

some p r o v is io n  f o r  h a rd  t im e s . The F i r s t  A nnual R e p o r t  o f  th e  H am pshire C ounty  

F r ie n d ly  S o c ie ty  in  1826 c o n ta in s  th e  fo l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :  "We w ould  e a r n e s t l y  

e n t r e a t  a l l  who have  th e  m eans o f  in d u c in g  th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s e s  to  become 

members o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  to  e x e r t  t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  by e x p la in in g  to  t h e i r  

s e r v a n t s  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  m aking a  p r o v i s io n  f o r  s ic k n e s s  and o ld  a g e . The 

more th e  p e a s a n t r y  a r e  r a i s e d  above th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d e p e n d in g  on p a r i s h  r e l i e f

f o r  s u p p o r t  by a c c u m u la tin g  a fund  o f  t h e i r  own ..........  th e  b e t t e r  s e r v a n t s  th e y

w i l l  m ake."

They do n o t ,  how ever, e x p la in  how a  farm  l a b o u r e r  w i th  an incom e o f  35p . a week, 

and t h a t  o n ly  s e a s o n a l ,  w i l l  be a b le  to  save  a n y th in g  from  i t  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  

a  F r ie n d ly  S o c ie ty .
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L a b o u re rs  i n ju r e d  a t  Work

No c o m p e n sa tio n  was a v a i l a b l e  to  th o s e  who s u s ta in e d  i n j u r y  a t  w ork . T h is  i s  

w e ll  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  c o n c e rn in g  R ic h a rd  Woods. In  1833» 

w h ile  w o rk in g  in  a  m i l l  a t  H avan t he " r e c e iv e d  a  v e ry  s e r io u s  i n j u r y  in  h i s  le g  

b e in g  c a u g h t in  th e  m a c h in e ry ."

The m i l l  ow ners w ro te  to  th e  o v e r s e e r s  in  B is h o p s to k e  on 1 s t  May a s  fo l lo w s :

"We a re  s o r r y  to  sa y  he a p p e a rs  o f  a v e ry  n e rv o u s  n a tu r e  — so much so t h a t  we

have b een  a f r a i d  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h i s  le g  to  be a m p u ta te d  ..........  b e in g

now d e s t i t u t e  o f  th e  means o f  a  l i v i n g  ( f o r  th e  p r e s e n t )  f o r  h im s e l f ,  w ife  and 

th r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  he i s  u n d e r  th e  p a in f u l  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a p p ly in g  to  you  f o r  w eek ly  

r e l i e f .  T h is  w i l l  o n ly  be f o r  a tim e  a s  we w i l l  ta k e  him  in to  o u r  em ploy a g a in  

i f  he r e c o v e r s . "

The fo l lo w in g  m onth th e  r e q u e s t  i s  b ack ed  up by a l e t t e r  from  Jam es H ic k s , 

su rg e o n :

" I t  i s  h ig h ly  n e c e s s a r y  he sh o u ld  have  e v e ry  k in d  o f  g e n e ro u s  d i e t ,  w hich  I  f in d  

from  th e  w eek ly  a llo w a n c e  he r e c e iv e s  he i s  n o t  a b le  to  p r o c u r e ."

In  F e b ru a ry  1834 he i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  r e c o v e re d  to  r e t u r n  to  B is h o p s to k e  w ith  a 

l e t t e r  from  h i s  fo rm e r e m p lo y e rs , th e  m i l l  ow ners , recom m ending him  a s  " a  s o b e r ,  

i n d u s t r i o u s  h o n e s t  and w e l l  d is p o s e d  s e r v a n t ,  and i f  he i s  a llo w e d  to  r e t u r n  ( to  

H av an t)  we, on h i s  r e c o v e ry  and  b e in g  f i t  f o r  la b o u r  w i l l  have  no o b je c t io n  to  

em ploy him  a g a in ."

The o v e r s e e r s  o f  B is h o p s to k e  th e n  s e n t  him  back  to  H avan t a p p a r e n t ly  w i th o u t  any 

money f o r  th e  n e x t  l e t t e r  to  them  in  M arch ru n s  a s  fo l lo w s :

" I  am r a t h e r  s u r p r i s e d  and d i s a p p o in te d  t h a t  you sh o u ld  r e t u r n  th e  f a m ily  h e re  

w i th o u t  m aking some p r o v i s io n  f o r  them , a s  you m ust be aw are t h a t  th e  man in  h i s  

p r e s e n t  s t a t e  i s  n o t  a b le  to  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m ily .  I  t h e r e f o r e  hope t h a t  you  w i l l  

im m e d ia te ly  sen d  a  r e m i t t a n c e ,  a s  th e  man i s  w i th o u t  th e  m eans o f  p r o c u r in g  fo o d .

" I  know th e  fa m ily  h a s  b een  a*, g r e a t  ex p en se  to  you b u t  you m ust know i t  was 

u n a v o id a b le  and I  c a n n o t a v o id  s t a t i n g  t h a t  Mr. S c o v i l l  ( o v e r s e e r  a t  B is h o p s to k e )  

h a s  n o t  a c te d  a c c o rd in g  a s  I  e x p e c te d  he w ou ld , n o r  a s  he w ould  l i k e  to  be done 

u n to .

Y our im m ed ia te  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  w i l l  o b l ig e .
Y ours r e s p e c t f u l l y  H. S c o t t . "

We c a n n o t b u t  f e e l  sym pathy f o r  R ic h a rd  Woods s e n t  back  and f o r t h  be tw een  H avan t 

and B is h o p s to k e  p ro b a b ly  in  th e  u n c o m fo r ta b le  c a r t  o f  th e  l o c a l  c a r r i e r ,  s u f f e r 

in g  w hat was o b v io u s ly  a s e v e re  i n j u r y ,  u n a b le  to  s u p p o r t  h im s e l f  o r  h i s  f a m ily ,  

w h ile  th e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  two p a r i s h e s  a rg u e d  a b o u t whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  he w as.
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H is  fo rm e r em p lo y e rs  o b v io u s ly  d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  th e m s e lv e s  u n d e r  any n e c e s s i t y  

to  c o n t r i b u t e  a n y th in g .  They had  a llo w e d  him  r e n t  f o r  h i s  h o u se  b u t  th r e a te n e d  

to  w i th d ra w tb is  h e lp  a l s o ,  in  a  l e t t e r  o f  22nd M arch.

"He h a s  been  f o rc e d  to  g e t  i n to  d e b t  f o r  b re a d  to  e a t  and i s  s t i l l  u n a b le  to  

w ork . We hope to  ta k e  him  in to  o u r  em ploy a g a in  in  a b o u t 6 w eek s. We have  g iv e n  

him  h i s  h o u se  r e n t  e v e r  s in c e  h i s  a c c i d e n t .  Now we a s s u r e  you t h a t  e x c e p t  th e  

man and h i s  f a m ily  a r e  im m e d ia te ly  r e l i e v e d  we s h a l l  i n s i s t  upon h i s  l e a v in g  o u r 

h o u se  im m e d ia te ly , and he m ust go home to  you  a s  we w i l l  n o t  em ploy him  any m ore. 

We th in k  i f  you  w ere to  g iv e  th e  man a b o u t £5 ( f o r  10 w eeks) i t  w i l l  be a s  

m o d era te  a s  you  can  e x p e c t .  W ith o u t t h a t  r e l i e f  you w i l l  p l e a s e  p r e p a r e  to  

r e c e iv e  him  and h i s  f a m ily  th e  m id d le  o r  end o f  n e x t  w eek ."

As t h i s  i s  th e  l a s t  l e t t e r  we have a b o u t him  we m ust hope t h i s  m a t te r  was f i n a l l y  

s e t t l e d  to  th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  R ic h a rd  Woods.

Some u n d e s e rv in g  P o o r

N ot a l l  th e  p o o r  w ere such  d e s e r v in g  c a s e s ,  how ever. On 6 th  A p r i l  1818 a l e t t e r  

i s  a d d re s s e d  from  P o rtsm o u th  Gaol from  Thomas T o l f r e y ,  r e q u e s t in g  money f o r  h i s  

w ife  and two c h i l d r e n .  H is  p l a u s i b l e  t a l e  i s  w o r th  q u o t in g : -

"A bout t h r e e  w eeks ago , a s  I  was g o in g  to  s e l l  some le a d  f o r  a n o th e r  man, I  was 

s to p p e d  by an o f f i c e r ,  and th e  le a d  b e in g  m arked  unknown to  me w ith  th e  k i n g 's  

m ark, he c h a rg e d  me w ith  h a v in g  s t o l e n  i t .  I  was co m m itted  to  g a o l and b e in g  

v e ry  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  u n a b le  to  c l e a r  m y s e lf ,  I  was s e n te n c e d  to  4 m onths 

im p r is o n m e n t."

A m onth l a t e r  he w r i t e s  a g a in  f o r  h e lp  s a y in g : -

"My w ife  i s  n e a r  l a y in g  i n ,  i f  she h a s  no r e l i e f  she^m ust become tro u b le so m e  to  

th e  P a r i s h  a s  she can  n e i t h e r  work o r  h a s  any m eans to  s u p p o r t  h e r s e l f . "

The la n g u a g e  and h a n d w r it in g  o f  th e s e  l e t t e r s  a r e  such  t h a t  we presum e th e y  w ere 

w r i t t e n  f o r  him  by someone o f  good e d u c a t io n ,  he p ro b a b ly  b e in g  u n a b le  to  w r i te  

h im s e l f .  T here  a r e  no f u r t h e r  l e t t e r s  so we presum e t h a t  th e  m a t te r  was d e a l t  

w i th .

Crim e and  P u n ish m en t

The b e l i e f  t h a t  " id l e n e s s  g e n e r a l l y  l e a d s  to  th e  com m ission  o f  a l l  s o r t s  o f  c rim e"  

was a s  f i r m ly  h e ld  a t  t h a t  tim e  a s  i t  i s  now. Hence th e  r e c u r r i n g  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  

"w ork m ust be fo u n d " fo r  th e  p o o r . M oreover p e n a l t i e s  f o r  w hat we w ould  c o n s id e r
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to  be p e t t y  c rim e  w ere e x tre m e ly  h a r s h .  A t th e  W in c h e s te r  C ounty  Bench

2 0 th  A ugust 1825 "2 hoys from  B is h o p s to k e  w ere  t h i s  day c o n v ic te d  ©f

s t e a l i n g  a p p le s  from  th e  House o f  I n d u s t r y  a t  t h a t  p la c e  and w ere sa v ed  from  

im p riso n m en t by th e  im m edia te  paym ent o f  dam ages and c o s t s . "

S hou ld  an  im p o v e rish e d  l a b o u r e r  se ek  to  add to  h i s  l a r d e r  by p o a c h in g  he fa c e d  

5 m onths im p riso n m en t i f  c a u g h t .  A House o f  Commons C om m ittee d i s c u s s in g  th e  

Game Laws in  S ep tem ber 1828 comm ented:

"T h ere  h a s  been  o f  l a t e  y e a r s  a  v a s t  p r o f u s io n  o f  game ex p o sed  to  th e  e y e s  and 

a p p e t i t e s  o f  a p o o r  and som etim es s u f f e r i n g  c l a s s  o f  p e o p le .  No w onder . . .  t h a t  

p h e a s a n ts  and h a r e s  sh o u ld  be c a r r i e d  o f f  when i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e  

l a b o u r e r s  have  a  n o t io n  t h a t  t a k in g  a  p h e a s a n t  o r  a h a re  i s  no m ora l o f f e n c e ."

A s u g g e s t io n  was made to  em ploy p o a c h e rs  on th e  t r e a d m i l l ,  b u t  th e  com m ittee  

s u g g e s t  i t  w ould  be p r e f e r a b l e  to  o r d e r  im p riso n m en t w i th  h a rd  la b o u r ,  i n s t e a d  

o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p e n a l ty  o f  3 m onths im p riso n m e n t.

T h e re fo re  a t  a  p e t t y  s e s s io n s  on 6 th  A ugust 1829 W illia m  G osw ell was "co m m itted  

to  B r id e w e ll  a t  W in c h e s te r  to  3 m onths h a rd  la b o u r  f o r  " a n g l in g  in  d ay tim e  in  

w a te r  th e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  o f  W illia m  C h am b e rlay n e ."

18 A ugust 1825 C a p ta in  J a r v i s  o f  F a i r  Oak, th e n  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r i s h  o f  B is h o p s to k e  

i s s u e d  a w a rn in g  to  w o u ld -b e  t r e s p a s s e r s  on h i s  la n d s  t h a t :

" s p r in g  guns and dog s p e a r s  a r e  p la c e d  in  th e  woods" and  o f f e r e d  a  rew a rd  o f  

5 g u in e a s  to  anyone g iv in g  in fo r m a t io n  l e a d in g  to  a  c o n v ic t io n  " o f  p e r s o n s  

c o m m ittin g  any d e p r e d a t io n  on th e  s a id  e s t a t e . "

The t h e f t  o f  i te m s  o th e r  th a n  fo o d  was a ls o  h a r s h ly  d e a l t  w i th .  On 1 0 th  November 

1827 Samuel W itc h e r  was com m itted  to  th e  C ounty  Gaol f o r  " e n t e r i n g  th e  h o u se  o f  

I s a a c  B e c k ley  a t  B is h o p s to k e  and s t e a l i n g  a  h a n d k e rc h ie f  and o th e r  a r t i c l e s . "  

A lth o u g h  a  se e m in g ly  m in o r o f f e n c e ,  t h i s  was p ro b a b ly  n o t  h i s  f i r s t  c o n v ic t io n ,  

f o r  a t  th e  H am pshire  L e n t A s s iz e s  th e  fo l lo w in g  M arch he was s e n te n c e d  to  7 

y e a r s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  " 5 th  A p r i l  1828, Jam es W itc h e r , s e n te n c e d  a t  o u r  l a s t  

A s s iz e s  to  7 y r s .  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h a s  been  rem oved from  o u r  g a o l and p u t  a b o a rd  

th e  L e v ia th a n  H ulk  a t  P o r ts m o u th ."

Nor i s  t h i s  B is h o p s to k e ' s o n ly  l i n k  w ith  th e  c o n v ic t  s e t t l e m e n t s  "down u n d e r" .  

E ig h t  y e a r s  a f t e r  Jam es W i tc h e r 's  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  th e  V e s t ry  was c o n s id e r in g  th e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  M rs. P rim m er f o r  money " to  e m ig ra te  w i th  h e r  f a m ily  to  h e r  h u sb an d  

in  Van D iem en 's  L a n d ."  I t  was p ro p o se d  t h a t  £20 sh o u ld  be a p p o r t io n e d  o u t  o f  

th e  P o o r R a te s  and  t h i s  was p a s s e d .
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B en ev o len ce

I f  th e  g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  tim e  to w a rd s  th o s e  u n f o r tu n a te  enough to  f a l l  on 

h a rd  t im e s  a p p e a r  to  u s  u n d u ly  h a r s h ,  th e r e  w ere p e o p le  in  th e  p a r i s h  who 

a tte m p te d  to  h e lp .  A t C h r is tm a s  tim e  in  1824 th e  R e c to r  o f  B is h o p s to k e , th e  

R ev e ren d  Thomas G a m ie r ,  gave 2 f a t  oxen to  th e  p o o r , w h ile  h i s  w ife  gave a 

q u a n t i t y  o f  c lo th in g  and c o a l s .  W hile in  n e ig h b o u r in g  p a r i s h e s :  Mr. F lem ing  in  

A p r i l  1820 " d i s t r i b u t e d  to  3>047 i n d iv i d u a l s  a q u a r t  l o a f  and a p i n t  o f  b e e r  

e a c h ; and W a lte r  Smythe " b e q u e a th e d  100 g u in e a s  to  th e  p o o r o f  th e  p a r i s h  o f  

Tw yford to  be a p p l ie d  to  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  c o a l s . "

C h a r i t a b le  t r u s t s  w ere a l r e a d y  in  e x is t e n c e  in  B is h o p s to k e  such  a s  t h a t  s e t  up 

in  1632 by R ic h a rd  Dummer, who l e f t  a p ie c e  o f  la n d  to  p ro v id e  4 0 s . (£2} 

a n n u a l ly  " f o r  th e  u s e  o f  th e  p o o r  a t  E a s te r  and C h r is tm a s ."

"The P o o r a r e  a lw ay s w ith  u s"

We may be tem p ted  som etim es to  th in k  t h a t  t h in g s  do n o t  change v e ry  much. Human 

n a tu r e  re m a in s  th e  sam e, and  some o f  th e  s t o r i e s  r e v e a le d  by th e  r e c o r d s  to u c h  

a c h o rd  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n .  Thomas T o l f r e y 's  s t o r y  o f  how he came to  be in  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  s to l e n  le a d  c o u ld  have  been  t o l d  by a t w e n t i e th  c e n tu r y  c r im in a l  

a t t e m p t in g  to  c l e a r  h im s e l f  o f  th e  c h a rg e s .

How ever, when we exam ine th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p e o p le  two h u n d re d  y e a r s  ago to  th o s e  

who had  to  a p p ly  f o r  h e lp  from  th e  P o o r R a te s ,  we r e a l i s e  j u s t  how much h a s  

ch an g ed . The g r e a t  r e f o r m e r s  o f  th e  V i c to r i a n  age began  th e  work o f  r e l i e v i n g  

th e  l o t  o f  th e  u n d e r p r iv i l e g e d .  C h i ld re n  w ere  no lo n g e r  e x p e c te d  to  b e g in  work 

a t  th e  age o f  7 o r  8 y e a r s ,  and e d u c a t io n  was g r a d u a l ly  e x te n d e d  so t h a t  o n ly  a 

t i n y  m in o r i ty  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  now u n a b le  to  r e a d  and w r i t e .

One o f  th e  r e s u l t s  i s  t h a t  th ro u g h  n e w sp a p e rs , and even  more so , th ro u g h  t e l e 

v i s i o n ,  p e o p le  now can  l e a r n  more a b o u t e v e n ts  in  c o u n t r i e s  on th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  

th e  w o r ld  th a n  p e o p le  in  th e  e ig h t e e n th  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  in  B ish o p s to k e  

knew a b o u t t h e i r  n e ig h b o u r in g  p a r i s h .  These same s o u r o e s  show u s  th e  k in d  o f  

p o v e r ty  in  t h i r d  w o rld  c o u n t r i e s  now, w h ich  was p r e s e n t  in  o u r  own p a r i s h  two 

h u n d re d  y e a r s  ag o .

We t h e r e f o r e  have some r e a s o n  to  be g la d  t h a t  we l i v e  in  th e  age o f  E l iz a b e th  I I  

and n o t  th e  G e o rg ia n  e r a .

J o a n  Simmonds 
O c to b e r 1988
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