
ADDRESS GlVmN A'!1 THE rUNeRaD OF Ma FRANCIS mkNEST BROWN

a t  A l l  S a i n t s ,  E a s t l e i g h  on 2 b th  May 1 99U

In  th e  d e a th  o f F ra n k  Brown, E a s t l e ig h  h as  l o s t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  someone 
d e v o te d  to  h i s  f a m i ly ,  a lo y a l  f r i e n d  to  o u r community and a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  j o u r n a l i s t .

F ra n k  was n e v e r  h a p p ie r  th a n  when he was a t  home, w ith  E l le n  n e a r  a t  
h a n d , s i t t i n g  in  f r o n t  o f  h i s  ty p e w r i t e r  (o r  more r e c e n t l y  h i s  
c o m p u te r; w r i t in g  ab o u t th e  town and community he lo v e d .

F o r  me he t y p f i e d  th e  biJ5l k in d  o f  j o u r n a l i s t  : a c c u r a te  r e p o r t i n g ,  
p a in s ta k in g  in  r e s e a r c h ,  phenom enal memory, c o u r te o u s  in  in te r v ie w in g  -  
and p e rh a p s  th e  s e c r e t  o f  i t  a l l  : he lo v e d  p e o p le  and w r i t in g
a b o u t them .

The E a s t l e ig h  W eekly i s  th e  k in d  o f new spaper in  w hich o r d in a r y  p e o p le  
have  as much c o v e rag e  os comm unity l e a d e r s  o r  p o l i t i c i a n s ^  o r  V ic a r s ,  
o r  even Mayors

T h in g s  a r e  r e p o r te d  in  th e  r i g h t  p r o p o r t io n  and p e r s p e c t iv e  -  w ith  
th e  a v o id a n c e  o f s e n s a t io n a l i s m  and l a r g e  b a n n e r h e a d l in e s  -  and w ith  
th e  em phasis on th e  p o s i t i v e  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  n e g a t iv e .

I t  rem in d s me o f  a p h ra s e  o f  B ishop  John  T a y l o r 's  in  one o f  th e  p r a y e r s  
i n  th e  I n d u c t io n  S e rv ic e  f o r  a new V ic a r  (w hich w i l l  be u se d  v e ry  soon 
now when my s u c c e s s o r  i s  i n s t a l l e d )  :

" F i l l  th e  h e a r t  o f y o u r s e r v a n t  w ith  joy  in  a f f i r m in g  a l l  t h a t  i s  
good in  t h i s  community and w ith  c o u ra g e  in  c h a l le n g in g  a l l  t h a t  i s  
mean and d e s t r u c t i v e " .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s a j o u r n a l i s t  and E d i to r  F ran k  c a r r i e d  o u t th e s e  tw in  
t a s k s  a d m ira b ly .

As many o f  you know, F ra n k  s t a r t e d  work a t  E a s t l e ig h  P r i n t i n g  Works 
a t  th e  age o f  16 and was a p p o in te d  E d i to r  o f th e  E a s t l e ig h  W eekly News 
w i th in  two y e a r s  -  you c o u ld  h a rd ly  have  q u ic k e r  p ro m o tio n  th a n  t h a t  I

At 1 8 he was th e  y o u n g e s t new spaper e d i t o r  in  th e  c o u n try  and c o n tin u e d  
to  work f o r  th e  p a p e r  , a p a r t  from  war s e r v ic e  and a s p e l l  i n  I n d ia  
and P a k i s t a n ,  t i l l  1991 -  a p e r io d  sp a n n in g  w e ll  o v e r 60 y e a r s .

Even a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  he c o n tin u e d  w r i t i n g  f o r  th e  p a p e r  w ith  h i s  
w eekly  column "As I  was s a y in g "  and o c c a s io n a l  m em oirs "B e fo re  Memory 
F a d e s " .

F o r h i s  s e r v ic e  to  th e  p a p e r  and to  th e  l o c a l  community he was made a 
Freem an o f  th e  Borougn in  1986 , an ho n o u r w hich I  know, m eant a v e ry  
g r e a t  d e a l  to  him .

I  m en tio n ed  a moment ago th a t  fo l lo w in g  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  was F ran k  went 
a b ro a d . He jo in e d  th e  H am pshire R e g 't  and was p o s te d  to  th e  M iddle E a s t .  
H ere  v e ry  soon he found  h im s e l f  s e n t  to  GHQ C a iro  and e d i t i n g  th e  
InditfA- News .Review and a s s i s t i n g  w ith  th e  E g y p tia n  M ail and E g y p tia n  
G a z e t te .

At th e  end o f  th e  war he was p o s te d  to  In d ia  w here he s e rv e d  on th e  
p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  s t a f f  o f  th e  C o m m a n d er-in -ch ie f a t  GHQ D e lh i ,  e d i t i n g  
an i n t e r - s e r v i c e s  w eekly  new spaper c a l l e d 'C o n t a c t a n d  l a t e r  in  
K a r a c h i , s u b e d i t in g  a d a i l y  p a p e r  a t  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  P a k is ta n  c a l l e d  Dawn

W r i t in g ,  r e p o r t i n g  and e d i t i n g  w ere in  F r a n k 's  b lo o d  th ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e  
how f o r t u n a t e  f o r  E a s t l e ig h  th a t  we w ere to  have th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  
w ide know ledge and o u ts ta n d in g  t a l e n t s  f o r  o v e r 60 y e a r s  !



Y et somehow o r  o th e r  P ra n k  had  tim e  f o r  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s  I He was 
in v o lv e d  in  num erous l o c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

T h ere  was th e  E a s t l e ig h  C a rn iv a l  C om m ittee w hich he f i r s t  jo in e d  in  
1932 and r e j o i n e d  when i t  was r e v iv e d  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s , b e in g  i n v i t e d  to  
become a l i f e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .

He was a fo u n d e r  member o f  th e  Borough Community Fund Management 
C om m ittee , th e  E a s t l e ig h  T w inn ing  A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  C i t i z e n s  A dvice  
B ureau  Management co m m ittee . He a ls o  s e rv e d  on th e  o ld  h o s p i t a l  
c o m m itte e , Age C oncern  and th e  ( fo rm e r)  A c c id e n t P re v e n t io n  C o u n c il .

He was a l i f e  member o f  th e  E a s t l e ig h  and D i s t r i c t  Chamber o f  Commerce 
and E a s t l e i g h  T rad e s  C o u n c il ,  C h a n d le rs  F o rd  C e n tr a l  C lub and E a s t l e ig h  
U n ity  C lub .

I  have no doubt t h a t  a l l  who s e rv e d  w ith  him in  th e s e  v a r io u s  o r g a n i s 
a t i o n s  w i l l  a t t e s t  to  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  and commitment he 
showed and a p p r e c ia te d  above a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p .

1 s a id  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  th a t  F ran k  was n e v e r  h a p p ie r  th a n  when he was a t  
home w ith  h i s  t y p e w r i t i e r  -  o r  co m p u te r, ( i n c i d e n t a l l y  he a d a p te d  from  
th e  one to  th e  o th e r  w ith  i n c r e d ib l e  d e x t e r i t y ,  w hich made me f e e l  v e ry  
asham ed a t  n o t r e p la c in g  my v e ry  a n c ie n t  I m p e r ia l  ty p e w r i t e r  I )

H ow ever, he d id  have tim e  f o r  o th e r  i n t e r e s t s  and h o b b ie s .  He lo v e d  
r e a d in g  -  he  was f a m i l i a r  w ith  a l l  th e  c l a s s i c s  and e s p e c i a l l y  l ik e d  
b io g r a p h ie s  -  no doub t h i s  e x te n s iv e  knowledge,, a c q u ir e d  th ro u g h  h i s  
r e a d in g ^ f e d  h i s  c o n s id e r a b le  t a l e n t  a s  a w r i t e r  and j o u r n a l i s t .

He a l s o  e n jo y e d  l i s t e n i n g  to  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  m u sic , p a r t i c u l a r l y  1930 
dance  b a n d s , and b u i l t  up a w ide c o l l e c t i o n  o f  CDs. He was v e ry  
f a m i l i a r  w ith  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and an e n t h u s i a s t i c  member o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
T r u s t .  H obin u se d  to  ta k e  him f r e q u e n t ly  on Sunday a f te r n o o n  o u t in g s  
and he p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n jo y e d  v i s i t i n g  c a t h e d r a l s .

H is  l i n k s  w ith  A l l  S a in ts  go back  to  h i s  days as a c h o i r  boy . He n e v e r  
a d m it te d  i t ,  b u t I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  he g o t up to  th e  u s u a l  t r i c k s  t h a t  
c h o irb o y s  do in  a l l  ages 1

He c e r t a i n l y  r e t a in e d  a deep  lo v e  f o r  t h i s  C hurch o v e r many y e a r s  and 
was a lw ays w i l l i n g  to  g iv e  o u r v a r io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  p le n ty  o f  p u b l i c i t y .
Our i n v i t a t i o n  to  him  to  become p a tr o n  o f  o u r A p p e a l , (w h ich  he  w i l l i n g l y  
a c c e p te d )  p ro v ed  a v a lu a b le  a s s e t  to  o u r f u n d r a i s in g  cam paign .

I ’ve l e f t  t i l l  l a s t  m en tion  o f h i s  f a m ily .  I 'v e  done t h i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
as I  f e e l  t u a t  th e  lo v e  and  s u p p o r t  he r e c e iv e d  from  E j l e n ,  N ob in , N ick  
and h i s  w if e ,  M aureen form ed th e  b e d ro c k  o f h i s  happy & c o n te n te d  l i f e .

F ra n k  oc E l le n  w ere m a r r ie d  f o r  48 y e a r s  and w ere d e v o te d  to  one a n o th e r  -  
th e y  gave each  o th e r  trem endous m u tu a l c a re  and s u p p o r t .  To have  one o f  
y o u r  sons fo l lo w  in  y o u r f o o t s t e p s  i s  v e ry  g r a t i f y i n g  (a s  I  know) and i t  
m ust have  b ro u g h t F ra n k  much h a p p in e s s  t h a t  H obin sh o u ld  work so c lo s e ly  
w ith  him  and su c c e e d  him a s  e d i t o r .  I  know, to o ,  how much N ick  & Maureen,, 
and t h e i r  d a u g h te r  N ic o la ,  m eant to  him . They w ere in d e e d  a v e ry  happy 
and u n i te d  fa m ily  and o re  a l l  g o in g  to  m iss F ran k  t e r r i b l y .

L e t us u se  t h i s  s e r v i c e  a s  an o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  th a n k in g  God f o r  a l l  t h a t  He 
was a b le  to  do in  and th ro u g h  F ra n k , and g iv in g  us th e  k in d  o f  p e rs o n  he 
was : c a r i n g ,  g e n e ro u s  ; m o ie s t ,  u n a ssu m in g , a lw ays f r i e n d l y  & c o u r te o u s ,  
u s in g  th e  g i f t s  and a b i l i t i e s  g iv e n  to  him in  th e  f u l l e s t  p o s s ib l e  way.
The w hole o f ou r community i s  g o in g  to  mourn h i s  p a s s in g  g r e a t l y .
We commend him i n t o  G o d 's  lo v in g  c a re  and a s s u r e  E | l e n ,  N o b in , N ick,M auree 
and N ic o la ,  and h i s  b r o th e r  E r ic  (who i s  u n a b le  to  be w ith  u se  to d ay  
b e c a u se  o f  i l l  h e a l th )  o f  o u r d e e p e s t  sym pathy .

N ig e l  H a r le y
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