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The wide horizontal strip shows the black and white chequered motif recalling 
that Eastleigh was a manor held by the Chamberlain of the Royal Exchequer.

At the top of the Shield is a gold Bishop’s mitre between two gold sheaves of corn. 
The mitre refers to the connection of the Bishops of Winchester with Bishopstoke 
and the corn to the rural intrests. At the base of the Shield is a gold ship representing 
yachting and shipbuilding connections.

The two narrow black bands on either side of the chequered strip represent the 
Railway Works and the Pirelli General Cable Works and the winged wheel rep­
resents the general transport theme.

The Crest contains a naval crown and a lion which holds two roses and two lilies 
conjoined in one stem, indicating the coming together of the two basic areas.

Salus Populi Suprema Lex
The Arms contain the motto ‘‘Salus populi Suprema Lex” of which the accepted 

■ translation is “The welfare of the people is the highest law” and expresses the

River Jtchen



PREFAGS

EASTLEIGH i s  a  tow n p u t  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  th e  l a s t  150 y e a r s  hy 

a s s e m b lin g  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r i o d  a  num ber o f  s m a l l  c e n t r e s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  

w h ic h  h a d  grow n i n t o  v i l l a g e s  and  s m a l l  to w n s h ip s  s c a t t e r !  o v e r  a 

r u r a l  d i s t r i c t  s i t u a t e d  r o u g h ly  b e tw e e n  S o u th a m p to n  and  th e  R iv e r  Ham ble 

Some o f  t h e s e  c e n t r e s  hav e  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y ,  much o f  w h ich  

i s  s t i l l  b e in g  r e s e a r c h e d .  I t  s h o u ld  be rem em bered  t h a t  i t  i s  o n ly  

i n  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h a t  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  become 

so  r i g i d l y  d iv id e d  i n t o  to w n s , u r b a n  and  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d , s in c e  

1974} i n t o  D i s t r i c t s  w i th  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  b o u n d a r ie s  and c o n s e q u e n t  

b u r e a u t i c  b a r r i e r s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  l i v e s  o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v i n g  w i t h in  

th o s e  b o u n d a r i e s .  T h is  i s  n o t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  no l o c a l  c o n t r o l  

e x i s t e d  i n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  seem s to  hav e  b e e n  a  f a i r l y  

w e l l  o r d e r e d  s y s te m  o f  r u r a l  m anagem en t w i th  c o u r t s  co n v en ed  to  s e t t l e  

a rg u m e n ts .  The la n d  w as u s u a l l y  i n  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  o c c u p ie r s  o f  

l a r g e  e s t a t e s  o r  m an o rs  and th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  o r d i n a r y  c o u n t r y  p e o p le  

d e p e n d e d  upon  th e  b e n e v o le n c e  o r  a s t r i n g e n c y  o f  th e  o v e r l o r d  who in  

many c a s e s  w as a p p o in te d  u n d e r  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y .

I n  o u r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  p e a c e f u l  

o v e r  th e  c e n t u r i e s  w i th  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  b e in g  f o r  th e  m o st p a r t  a b le  

to  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own l i v e s .  The B o ro u g h  o f  E a s t l e i g h  h a s  d e v e lo p e d  

i n t o  a  tow n o f  o v e r  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  c i t i z e n s .  N o t so lo n g  ago i t  w as j u s t  

E a s t l e y  Farm  h a v in g  a few  d o zen  p e o p le .

G ordon Cox 

J u l y ,  1990
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G r e a t  S a s t l e y  F a rm h o u s e . R e b u i l t  1773

Avenue o f  Lime T r e e s  and  H ouse a t  B ra m b rid g e  
F a m ily  S e a t  o f  th e  L o rd s  o f  th e  M anor o f  S a s t l e y
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EASTLEIGH

L ik e  m ost p la c e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y ,  E a s t l e ig h  can  c la im  to  have r e l i c s  from  

p r e - h i s t o r y .  S to n e s  and f o s s i l s  from  th e  I c e  Age may be tu rn e d  up in  g a rd e n s /  

b a rro w s  on commons have  y i e ld e d  b u r i a l  u r n s ,  a x e h ea d s  and a r ro w -h e a d s ;  S to n e  

Age t o o l s  have  b een  u n e a r th e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  B is h o p s to k e  a r e a ;  in  th e  

g ro u n d s  o f  H u rs le y  P a rk , th e r e  i s  a  r i n g  o f  e a r th w o rk s  c r e d i t e d  a s  d a t in g  

from  th e  I r o n  Age a b o u t 100 B .C . Rem ains from  th e  Roman o c c u p a t io n  o f  B r i t a i n  

in c lu d e  g o ld  c o in s  and two c o f f i n s ,  one o f  l e a d  and th e  o th e r  o f  s to n e .

Some o f  th e s e  r e l i c s  a re  to  be se e n  in  God’ s House Tow er, now S o u th am p to n ’ s 

Museum o f  A rc h a e o lo g y .

The d is c o v e r y  o f  Roman re m a in s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  s in c e  th e  Romans had  b u i l t  a 

ro a d  be tw een  V e n ta  B elgarum  (W in c h e s te r )  and C lau sen tu m  (S o u th am p to n ) v i a  la n d  

now known a s  E a s t l e ig h .  T ra c e s  o f  th e  ro a d  can  s t i l l  be se e n  b u t ,  so f a r ,  

o n ly  one s i t e  o f  a Roman v i l l a  h a s  been  fo u n d , n e a r  C h ic k e n h a l l .  In  th e  days 

o f  th e  Roman o c c u p a t io n ,  th e  la n d  was d e n s e ly  w ooded, p r o v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  

a n im a ls  and h u n t in g  f o r  any i n h a b i t a n t s  who l i v e d  i n  sm a ll c l e a r i n g s .

Moving on to  th e  tim e  when th e  name E a s t l e y  was b e in g  u s e d , we f in d  t h a t  c l e a r ­

in g s  had  been  d e v e lo p e d  and sm a ll fa rm s e s t a b l i s h e d .  E a s t l e ig h  in  i t s  v a r io u s  

s p e l l i n g s  ( E a s t l e a  in  a docum ent o f  932 , E s t l e i e  in  a Domesday e n t r y  and in  

1282 th e r e  i s  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  c h a p e l  o f  E s t e l e y ,  th e  s i t e  o f  w hich  h a s  n o t  

b een  lo c a te d )  i s  one o f  th e s e  c l e a r i n g s ,  b u t  why E a s t?  P o s s ib ly  to  th e  E a s t  

o f  th e  Roman R oad, th e r e  b e in g  l i t t l e  e l s e  o f  im p o r ta n c e  i n  th e  a r e a  i n  Saxon 

t im e s .  C o n n e c tio n s  b e tw een  th e  farm s w ere d i r t  track ®  a s  can  be se e n  a t  

D o n c a s te r  Drove i n  N o rth  S toneham .

E a s t l e y  Farm d id  n o t  d e v e lo p  i n to  a  v i l l a g e ;  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  w ere in  th e  P a r i s h  

o f  S o u th  S toneham , as  w ere th o s e  a t  B a r to n  and B is h o p s to k e ;  farm s i n  C h a n d le rs  

F o rd  w ere i n  N o r th  S toneham  o r  H u r s le y .  F o r c e n t u r i e s ,  l i f e  was r e l a t i v e l y  

p e a c e f u l ,  th e  C ro m w ellian  C iv i l  War, th e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R io t s  and th e  b u i ld in g  

o f  th e  I tc h e n  N a v ig a t io n  b e in g  m in o r d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  b u t  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  

r a i l r o a d  was a m a jo r  u p h e a v a l .  The f i r s t  s team  t r a i n  came to  B a r to n  on

1.



S t .  N i c o l a s  C h u rc h , N o r th  S toneham

O ld  B is h o p s to k e  C h u rc h , b u i l t  1808



1 0 th  J u n e , 1839, an e v e n t  w hich  may he re g a rd e d  a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  m odern 

E a s t l e ig h .  H ouses had  to  be b u i l t  f o r  th e  w o rk e rs  a t  th e  s t a t i o n  c a l l e d  

B is h o p s to k e  J u n c t io n  and th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  l e s s  th a n  80 re c o rd e d  in  th e  1841 

c e n su s  began  to  grow .

By now, th e  w hole a r e a  was in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  v a r io u s  la n d -o w n e rs , n o ta b ly  

th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  th e  W e lls  f a m ily  a t  B ram bridge  ( s in c e  a t  l e a s t  th e  e a r l y  

l 6 th  c e n tu r y ) ,  th e  C ham berlaynes a t  C ran b u ry  P a rk ,  th e  F lem in g s  a t  N o rth  

S toneham  and th e  H e a th c o te s  a t  H u r s le y .  I n  I8 6 0 , W illia m  C raven  s o ld  h i s  

B ram bridge  e s t a t e  to  Thomas C ham berlayne who q u ic k ly  s t a r t e d  l e a s in g  la n d  f o r  

b u i ld in g  p u rp o s e s ,  th e  f i r s t  t e r r a c e  on 300 f e e t  o f  la n d  n e a r  th e  s t a t i o n  

b e in g  b u i l t  by W illia m  T a te  and b e in g  known a s  T a t e 's  T e r ra c e  u n t i l  d e m o lish e d  

f a i r l y  r e c e n t l y .

N ot f a r  away i n  O tte rb o u rn e  l iv e d  a la d y  named C h a r lo t te  Yonge, a  C h r i s t i a n  

la d y  who w ro te  n o v e ls  and u se d  h e r  e a r n in g s  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  p u r p o s e s .  She 

gave £500 and o th e r  g i f t s  to w a rd s  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  a c h u rc h  and th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  

o f  an  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p a r i s h  d e ta c h e d  from  S o u th  S toneham , f o r  w h ich  she was 

a sk ed  to  s e l e c t  a nam e. She ch o se  E a s t l e ig h ,  w i th  i t s  a l t e r e d  s p e l l i n g ,  a s  

th e  c h u rc h  was b u i l t  on la n d  w h ich  had  b e lo n g e d  to  L i t t l e  E a s t l e y  fa rm . The 

d a te  was 1868.

I n  1895, a f t e r  th e  L .S .W .R , had  d e c id e d  to  b r in g  i t s  L ocom otive and C a r r ia g e  

w orkshops from  N ine  Elms to  E a s t l e i g h ,  an U rban  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il was s e t  u p .

I n  1932 th e  new town to o k  i n  C h a n d le rs  F ord  and  N o r th  S toneham  and became a 

B orough in  1936. I n  1974, w hat w ere known a s  th e  S o u th e rn  P a r i s h e s  w ere added , 

s in c e  when th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  B orough h a s  t r e b l e d  and r e l i a n c e  on th e  

R a ilw ay  I n d u s t r y  h a s  d im in is h e d  c o n s id e r a b ly .

N o rth  S toneham  R e fe re n c e  i s  made to  a  c h u rc h  a t  S toneham  in  th e  y e a r  867 and 

S t .  N ic o la s  m ust be one o f  th e  o l d e s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  f o u n d a t io n s .  A lth o u g h  

i s o l a t e d  now, i t  h a s  been  th e  c e n t r e  o f  a w ide p a r i s h  w ith  fa rm s and c o t t a g e s ,  

some o f  w h ich  a r e  s t i l l  to  be se en  i n  t h e i r  t h a tc h e d  g lo r y  a t  th e  j u n c t io n  

o f  S toneham  Lane and C h e s tn u t  A venue. N o rth  S toneham  House was th e  home o f  

th e  F lem ing  f a m ily  u n t i l  b e in g  d e m o lish e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  c e n tu r y .

B is h o p s to k e  was a l a r g e  p a r i s h  and a l r e a d y  a v i l l a g e  b e fo r e  E a s t l e ig h .  T here  

i s  a r e f e r e n c e  to  B is h o p s to k e  in  9 4 8 . I t  l a t e r  became a  p o p u la r  p la c e  f o r  

r e t i r e d  g e n t r y  and a num ber o f  l a r g e  h o u se s  w ere b u i l t  n e a r  th e  R iv e r  I t c h e n ,  

su ch  a s  Manor House (now f l a t s )  and th e  Mount (now a  h o s p i t a l  f o r  th e  e l d e r l y ) .  

The Manor o f  B is h o p s to k e  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  B ish o p s  o f  W in c h e s te r  from  1281 u n t i l

2
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Shamblehurst Manor, Hedge End, an architectural gem.



1869. A f t e r  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  w orkshops a t  B a r to n , e s t a t e s  

w ere s o ld  and h o u se s  b u i l t  f o r  th e  workmen. One such  e s t a t e  i s  r e c a l l e d  in  

th e  name Longmead. F ou r c h u rc h e s  have  e x i s t e d  in  B is h o p s to k e , th e  f i r s t  in  

Saxon t im e s  and th e  l a s t  b u i l t  f u r t h e r  up th e  h i l l  i n  1891. B is h o p s to k e  

became a  p a r t n e r  in  th e  new U rban  D i s t r i c t  o f  E a s t l e ig h  and B is h o p s to k e  in  

1899-

F a i r  Oak was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  B is h o p s to k e , from  w hich  i t  s e p a r a te d  i n  1871, 

th e  c h u rc h  o f  S t .  Thomas h a v in g  been  c o n s e c r a te d  i n  1863. The name i s  d e r iv e d  

from  th e  f a i r  h e ld  n e a r  th e  oak t r e e  i n  th e  S quare  on 9 th  J u n e ;  i t  c e a s e d  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  end o f  th e  f i r s t  W orld W ar. The p r e s e n t  oak t r e e  was p la n te d  

i n  1842, r e p l a c i n g  an  e a r l i e r  one w h ich  had  r o t t e d .  Crowd H i l l  was a p r e v io u s  

c e n t r e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n , , b u t  m ost o f  th e  o ld  b u i ld i n g s ,  F a i r  Oak H a l l ,  th e  

M e th o d is t  C hapel and fa rm h o u ses  hav e  now b e e n  d e m o lish e d . H o rto n  H ea th  i s  

in c lu d e d  in  th e  c i v i l  p a r i s h  o f  F a i r  Oak, w h ich , a l th o u g h  no lo n g e r  a  v i l l a g e ,  

m a in ta in s  a  num ber o f  th e  c lu b s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  d a t in g  from  th e  p a s t .

C h a n d le rs  F ord  g o t  i t s  name from  a  p la c e  w here i t  was p o s s ib l e  to  c r o s s  a 

s tre a m  t r a v e r s i n g  a r a t h e r  boggy a r e a ;  in  th e  m id 1 9 th  c e n tu r y ,  l a r g e  b r i c k ­

f i e l d s  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  and  fci’i e k s  w ere s e n t  a l l  o v e r  E n g la n d , in c lu d in g  

3 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  to  he u s e d  i n  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  London Law C o u r ts .  From 1883-1885 , 

h o r s e  r a c in g  to o k  p la c e  on a  c o u rs e  a t  T i t l a r k  Farm to  th e  w e s t  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  

s t a t i o n .  D uring  i t s  s h o r t  e x i s t e n c e  i t  was v e ry  p o p u la r ,  even  b e in g  f r e q u e n te d  

by r o y a l t y .  A t th e  s t a r t  o f  t h i s  c e n tu r y ,  a man named W allace  had  th e  id e a  

o f  c r e a t i n g  a  k in d  o f  in la n d  B ournem outh and many la r g e  h o u se s  w ere b u i l t  

b e tw een  W in c h e s te r  and H u rs le y .R o a d s . Some s t i l l  e x i s t ,  b u t  a r e  no lo n g e r  u se d  

a s  d w e l l in g s .  F o r e ig n e r s  a r e  im p re s s e d  by th e  wooded n a tu r e  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  

w h ich  i s  s e p a r a te d  from  th e  r e s t  o f  E a s t l e ig h  by th e  M3 m o to r ro a d .

Hedge End i s  f i r s t  m e n tio n e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  1 8 th  c e n tu r y ,  h u t  t h e r e  i s  a r e c o r d  

o f  la n d  b e in g  c u l t i v a t e d  in  th e  1 3 th  c e n tu r y  and a l s o  o f  Adam de l a  W ild e rn . 

Hedge End seem s to  have  g o t  i t s  name from  a  farm  w hich  was l i t e r a l l y  a t  th e  

end o f  a  hedge on a  ro a d  from  B o t le y .  S h a m b le h u rs t im p l ie s  w oodland  and 

W ild e rn  i n d i c a t e s  ro u g h  common la n d .  These w ere th e  f e a t u r e s  o f  an  a r e a  w hich  

was s p a r s e ly  i n h a b i t e d  u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  when th e  c h u rc h  o f  

S t .  Jo h n  was b u i l t  and a v i l l a g e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  known a s  " S tra w b e r ry  V i l la g e "  

s in c e  th e r e  was an  em p h asis  on m a rk e t g a rd e n in g  and s p e c i a l l y  s t r a w b e r ry  grow­

in g ;  th e  f r u i t  was d e s p a tc h e d  from  B o t le y  S t a t i o n  to  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n tr y .  

U n t i l  th e  com ing o f  a  bus s e r v i c e  be tw een  th e  w a rs , a l l  a c t i v i t y  and e n t e r t a i n ­

m ent was c e n t r e d  on th e  v i l l a g e ,  c h a n g in g  l i t t l e  u n t i l  a f t e r  1974 when th e  

S o u th e rn  P a r i s h e s  w ere added  to  th e  B orough o f  E a s t l e i g h .  S in c e  th e n ,  th o u sa n d s  

o f  h o u se s  have  b een  b u i l t  and th e  p o p u la t io n  h a s  in c r e a s e d  to  w e ll  o v e r  1 2 ,0 0 0 .

3 .



S t .  Jam es C h u rc h , W est End

B o t le y



W est End i s  so c a l l e d  b e c a u se  i t  was a t  th e  w e s t end o f  th e  t i t h i n g  o f

S h a m b le h u rs t . I t  became an  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p a r i s h  i n  1840 a f t e r  th e  b u i ld in g  

o f  S t .  Jam es c h u rc h , b u t  t h e r e  i s  an  e a r l i e r  m e n tio n  i n  1552 o f  an o r a to r y  

o r  c h a p e l b e in g  b u i l t  f o r  th e  L ord  o f  th e  Manor o f  A l l in g t o n .  A t th e  end o f  

A l l in g to n  Lane i s  G a te r ’ s M il l  w hich  d e a l t  in  c o rn  and p a p e r .  I t  was th e r e  

t h a t  H enry P o r t a l  ( o f  b a n k n o te  fam e) was an  a p p r e n t i c e .  A n o th e r  man o f  n o te ,  

R ic h a rd  S t .  B arbe B a k e r , F o u n d er o f  th e  Men o f  th e  T re e s ,  l i v e d  i n  B eacon 

Road, a t  th e  to p  o f  w h ich  was an  o ld  N aval T e le g ra p h  S t a t i o n .  Wooded h i l l s  

have  made W est End an  a t t r a c t i v e  p la c e  to  i n h a b i t  f o r  b o th  r i c h  and p o o r .  The 

open sp a ce  named H a tch  G range comm emorates a  fo rm e r la r g e  h o u s e . T here  i s  

r e f e r e n c e  to  a  p o o r -h o u s e  in  1806 and th e  S ou th  Stoneham  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u i l t  

i n  1848, h a s  become th e  M oorgreen  H o s p i t a l .

B o t le y  M e n tio n e d  i n  Domesday, a  sm a ll c h u rc h  was b u i l t  h e re  a t  th e  lo w e s t  

c r o s s in g  p o i n t  o f  th e  Hamble R iv e r ,  u s e d  by th e  Romans i n  t h e i r  ro a d  b e tw een  

C lau sen tu m  and P o r t c h e s t e r .  Jo h n  de B o t le y  was g r a n te d  a c h a r t e r  by H enry  I I I  

i n  1267 to  h o ld  an  a n n u a l f a i r  in  th e  S q u a re . The v i l l a g e  grew  i n  s i z e  and 

i n  1956 a  l a r g e r  c h u rc h  was b u i l t  n e a r e r  th e  S q u a re . W illia m  C o b b e tt ,  who 

l i v e d  n e a rb y , c la im e d  t h a t  B o t le y  was " th e  p r e t t i e s t  v i l l a g e  i n  th e  w o r ld " .

The f i r s t  b r id g e  was b u i l t  i n  1797 and from  th e n  few er p e o p le  u se d  B o t le y  a s  

a  s ta g in g  p o s t  and th e  f a i r  became l e s s  p o p u la r ,  th e  num ber o f  in n s  b e in g  

re d u c e d  from  14 to  2 . F lo u r  m i l l s  have  e x i s t e d  i n  th e  v i l l a g e  f o r  o v e r  1000 

y e a r s .  T here  i s  a  sm a ll p a r i s h  quay and many i n t e r e s t i n g  o ld  h o u s e s .  The 

M ark e t H a l l  w i th  i t s  d e s t i n c t i v e  p o r t i c o  and c lo c k  to w er was b u i l t  i n  1848.

The o ld  c h u rc h  i s  now p a r t  o f  th e  H am pshire  Farm Museum com plex .

B u rs le d o n  A p r e t t y  v i l l a g e  s p ra w lin g  a lo n g  th e  w e s t  bank  o f  th e  Hamble r i v e r  

w i th  a h i s t o r y  o f  wooden s h ip  b u i ld i n g  g o in g  back  m ore th a n  600 y e a r s .  The 

o l d e s t  h o u se s  a r e  away from  th e  c h u rc h  a t  th e  to p  o f  S a l t e r n  L ane, no d o u b t a 

r e s u l t  o f  a t t a c k s  o f  th e  P la g u e  i n  th e  1 4 th  c e n tu r y .  A h o u se  now c a l l e d  

The D o lp h in  d a te s  from  th e  1 5 th  c e n tu r y .  N earby  f o r e s t s  p ro v id e d  oak f o r  s h ip  

b u i ld in g  and l a r g e  g u n - s h ip s  w ere p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  N avy, in c lu d in g  th e  E le p h a n t  

w hich  became N e ls o n ’ s f l a g s h ip  a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  C openhagen , a n d , i n  e a i’l& er 

t im e s ,  K ing H enry  V i ’ s s h ip  " G ra c e -D ie u " , w h ich  c a u g h t f i r e  i n  th e  Hamble R iv e r  

i n  1459; i t s  c h a r r e d  re m a in s  can  be se e n  i n  a  c re e k  u p - r i v e r  a t  v e ry  low t i d e s .  

M erch an t s h ip p in g  was a l s o  im p o r ta n t  w i th  im p o r t  and e x p o r t  t r a d e ,  much o f  

w h ich  was i n  b u i ld in g  m a t e r i a l s .  B u rs le d o n  B r ic k s  -  th e  w orks s t i l l  s ta n d  -  

w ere o f  good q u a l i t y  and i n  demand, some b e in g  s e n t  a s  f a r  a s  O n ta r io  i n  Canada 

Of more r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  B u rs le d o n  h a s  become a  g r e a t  y a c h t in g  c e n t r e  and h a s  

a c q u ir e d  th e  d o u b tfu l  h o n o u r o f  b e in g  th e  b a se  f o r  th e  B .B .C ’ s Howards Way 

w ith  th e  r e s u l t i n g  i n f l u x  o f  t o u r i s t s .
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Hamble i s  m en tio n e d  i n  a  m a n u s c r ip t  o f  th e  8 th  c e n tu r y  and  a p r i o r y  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  h e re  a b o u t 1109. The v i l l a g e  h ad  a l r e a d y  a c q u ir e d  m a r itim e  

im p o r ta n c e  by th e  1 5 th  c e n tu r y  and a  f o r t  o r  c a s t l e  was b u i l t  on th e  common 

a s  p a r t  o f  H enry  V I I I ’ s m a r itim e  d e fe n c e s ;  i t s  f o u n d a t io n s  can  s t i l l  be se e n  

a t  low t i d e .  A f e r r y  c r o s s in g  o f  th e  r i v e r  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  T here  a r e  many 

im p o r ta n t  b u i ld i n g s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e a r  th e  S q u a re . Up to  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y ,  

th e  p o p u la t io n  a v e ra g e e d  b e tw een  200 and  300 . A N a v ig a t io n  S choo l was s t a r t e d  

on th e  T .S . M ercury  in  1885. T here  a r e  t h r e e  o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d  y a c h t  c lu b s ,  a  

w e a l th  o f  m o o rin g s in  th e  r i v e r  and m ore r e c e n t l y  a num ber o f  l a r g e  m a r in a s .  

Hamble h a s  a l s o  been  a  p la c e  f o r  p io n e e r s  in  a v i a t i o n  w ith  a  lo n g  h i s t o r y  

o f  s e a p la n e  d ev e lo p m en t d a t in g  from  1912 and an a i r f i e l d  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a i r c r e w s  

from  th e  1920s u n t i l  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  A .V. Roe, B e r t  H in k le r ,  A lan  Cobham and 

many o th e r  w e ll-k n o w n  a v i a t o r s  have  b een  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  H am ble. Nowadays 

i t  i s  b e s t  known a s  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  y a c h t in g  c e n t r e  and  a  b a se  f o r  A e ro sp a c e .

Hound i s  th e  name o f  th e  p a r i s h  w h ich  in c lu d e s  N e t le y  and N e t le y  A bbey. I t  

h a s  a  w e a l th  o f  h i s t o r y  to  w hich  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  do j u s t i c e  i n  a few l i n e s  

The p a r i s h  once e x te n d e d  from  th e  Hamble R iv e r  to  th e  I tc h e n  F e r r y .  The word 

i s  th o u g h t  to  come from  H oarhound , th e  name o f  a  f a i r l y  common p l a n t .

R e l i c s  o f  many c i v i l i s a t i o n s  have  b een  found  and t h e r e  a r e  num erous h i s t o r i c a l  

r e f e r e n c e s  from  Bede o nw ards. The Abbey, fo unded  by monks i n  1239j h a s  had  

a  c h e q u e re d  e x i s t e n c e ,  b e in g  c o n v e r te d  i n to  a  d w e ll in g -h o u s e  f o r  a  lo n g  p e r io d  

S to n e s  have  b een  u s e d  f o r  b u i ld in g  e ls e w h e re  and a s e c t i o n  h a s  b een  moved and 

r e b u i l t  i n  C ran b u ry  P a rk , O t te r b o u r n e .  The In g o ld s b y  L egends in c lu d e  s t o r i e s  

o f  N e t le y  A bbey. Queen E l i z a b e th  I  s ta y e d  t h e r e  i n  1560. The C a s t l e ,  b u i l t  

a b o u t 1543 a s  a  f o r t  in  H enry  V I I I ’ s d e fe n c e  sy s tem , was a l s o  u se d  a s  a h o u se  

and i s  now a  h o s p i t a l  c e n t r e .  The a r e a  h a s  a lw ay s been  a  n o te d  b e a u ty  s p o t ,  

b e in g  v i s i t e d  by  r o y a l t y ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  p o e ts  and a r t i s t s .  T here  h a s  even  

b een  an  o p e ra  a t  C oven t G arden  b a s e d  on N e t le y .  In  1850, i t  was a g re e d  to  

b u i ld  a  m a ss iv e  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  w h ich  g ra c e d  th e  s h o r e l in e  u n t i l  i t  

r e c e n t l y  becam e s u r p lu s  to  r e q u ir e m e n ts  and was d e m o lish e d  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  

c h a p e l ,  now th e  c e n t r e p i e c e  o f  th e  R oyal V i c t o r i a  P a rk .

I
I
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A guide lo Civic Regalia on display

m  I’air of Georgian style, late 
Victorian candelarbra "Presented. 
byJ.S. Sherwood. Esq. 
Bishopstoke 1936".

( T |  An early Georgian style. 
Edwardian beer jug (origin 
uncertain).

[X IA  small circular rose bowl 
inscribed "The Gift of Eastleigh 
Church People . . .  1936".

r a  A metal figure of a guide dog 
"Presented to the Borough of 
Eastleigh 1981 in Gratitude from 
llie Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association".

I X  The Mace was the Gift of 
Messrs. Pirelli-General Cable 
Works Ltd in 1936 who also paid 
for the alterations to incorporate 
Ute new Crest.
It incorporates the insignia of both 
Edward VIII, who granted the 
Borough Charter and Elizabeth II 
who granted the latest Charter to 
the Borough.

W  “ E.R" Badge. This is a gill 
badge removed from Lhe Mace to fit 
the Crest of the new Borough.

r x i  The old Badge for Mayors — 
shield inlaid with the Crest of the 
old Borough granted in 1936. 
Presented by the County Borough 
Council of Southampton. Now 
replaced (since 1974) with a badge 
showing the new Crest (in use — 
not displayed).

f f l  Old Badge for Mayoress also 
pre-dating 1974 — now replaced 
with a badge showing the new 
Crest (in use — not on display).

1X1 The old Deputy Mayors Badge

[lo] The original Chain of Office of 
the Chairman of the Urban District 
Council and presented in 1934 by 
the Eastleigh Branch of NALGO. 
The chain was presented in 1934 
by the Eastleigh & District 
Chamber of Trade.

RT] The old Mayor's Dress Badge

inlaid silver and enamel Coal of 
Arms of Eastleigh 'The Gift of 
Gerald E. II. Palmer, M.P for the 
Winchester Division . . .  1936'.

|]2| The Mayor’s Escort Brooch. A 
pendant brooch with enamel Coal 
of Arms of the Borough of 
Eastleigh. 'Presented by Councillor 
& Mrs. P W. Hallilax, March. 1979'. 

Icil Deputy Mayor's Badge of Office.

[h ] A pair of modern pillar 
candelabra Presented to Eastleigh 
Borough Council by Councillors 
June & Joe Sanders during the 
Queen's Silver Jubilee Year.

Ftsl A circular rose bowl, inscribed 
with Coat of Arms of Eastleigh — 
'The GifL of the Directors of the 
National Provincial Bank Limited 
...  1936'.

[ic[ a rare Irish horn snuff mull, the 
hinged lid and mounts embossed 
with traditional Gaelic decoration 
(origin uncertain).

17X1 A Ronson "Queen Anne'' plait'd 
table lighter Presented by 
Eastleigh Typographical Society to 
Commemorate Hie Term of Office of 
their Branch Secretary Councillor 
II. G. Goodsell as Mayor 1993-54'.

[ j« l A Rivington crystal wine 
goblet, the bowl etched with the 
Borough Coat of Arms of Eastleigh. 
Limited Edition No. 2/500. No. I of 
this edition was presented to II.M. 
The Queen Mother lo mark her 
801 h Birthday.

[till A German pewter dish showing 
the Civic building at KoruwesLlieiin 
and inscribed on border 'Zur 
Erinnerung An Den Besugli lies 
Gemeindrals Der Stadt 
Kornwestheim Oktober 1979".

[20I Silver salver presented lo 
Eastleigh by Villeneuve-St.-Georges 
to commemorate the 20th 
Anniversary of Twinning

[21I The Official Visitors Book.

[22] a heavy gavel, the bead inset 
with silver anil enamel Coal of 
Arms of Eastleigh inscribed "The 
Gift of Messrs. C. R. Berreti and Co.
.. .  1936".

[23] Two Kornwestheim Medallions 
from ourW German twin town

(2±1 A silver plated tray presented 
to the Borough of Eastleigh from 
Siadt Kornwestheim, 2nd to 5th 
October, 1981.

[25] Two silver medallion's, specially 
minted by Eastleigh Borough 
Council to commemorate the 2()tIt 
anniversary of Twinning (an 
identical duplicate was presented 
to Villeneuve-Sl.-Georges).

[26] A pair of plain candle slicks 
inscribed 'The G ill of the Directors 
ol'TIie Midland Bank Ltd . . .  1936'.

[27l A pewter plate inscribed 
“Offerl par la Municipalile de Ville 
Neuve St. Georges. Mars 1980”.

[2«|a 5-piecc silver tea/coffee 
service and tray inscribed with the 
Coal of Arms of Eastleigh.
"Presented hy the Southampton 
Gaslight and Coke Company in ,936” 

|29l A silver-plated tea tray presented

by Gordon Bungey on the 
occasion of his retirement from 
the post of Director of finance in 
1981.

@  A salver inscribed The Gift of 

G. A. Jackson. Esq. .. 1936'.

[3?  A salver inscribed 'Presented 
to the Mayor of Eastleigh, 
Councillor Mrs. I). Wellfare to 
commemorate the 25th Anniversary 
of the Warner Lambert Company 
commencing manufacturing 
operations at Chestnut Avenue. 
Eastleigh 1956-1981.

[32] a loving cup inscribed 
Presented by Messrs. Pair Oak 
Dairy Produce Ltd__ 1936'.

[?3] A modern circular silver tray 
inscribed 'The Royal Instilulion of 
Chartered Surveyors and The Times 
Conservation Awards 1977 Group I 
. . .  First Prize Awarded Lo The 
Borough of Eastleigh and the 
Architects Miehell & Partners...

[34l A salver, the gift of the 
Eastleigh Divisional Police 
1936.

RSI A silver salver, the gifl of 
Lloyds Bank in 1936.
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